06 JAN 2000
Razal ei gh- Umo
KU LI: I'VE NO PLANS YET TO CONTEST ANY POST | N UWNO

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 6 (Bernamm) -- Kel antan Umo Liaison chief Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah said today he has no plans yet to vie for any post in the
party el ection in May.

"In fact, 1've not thought about it," he told reporters when asked
whet her he intended to contest in the party polls.

Razal ei gh said he mght not suit the criteria to contest taking into
account the suggestion that only those holding mnister and deputy m nister
posts should be allowed to vie for suprene council positions.

"I'f I"'mnot even eligible to contest to be a nmenber of the suprene

council, maybe I'"mnot qualified to vie for other party positions (like
president, deputy president and vice-president),"” he said.
The suprene council in its neeting on Monday unani nously proposed that

the posts of party president and deputy president should not be contested
in the party election

The council al so nade a stand that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad be renom nated for the president's post and his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi be nomi nated for the deputy presidency.

Dr Mahathir said in Alor Setar yesterday that it was up to the
di visions to abide by the supreme council's advice.

He said divisions have the right to nom nate anyone for the president
and deputy president's posts in the election as Umo practi sed denocracy.

Razal ei gh said he was leaving it to the current situation to nmake a
decision if divisions nomnated himto contest.

"I"ll see first, I don't know for what position. | feel I'Il remain a
gurkha," said the Gua Musang Menber of Parlianment, the sole parlianentary
seat held by Umo in K el antan.

He said his duty now was to convey to the divisions the suprene
council's stand that the posts of president and deputy president shoul d not
be contested.

"Wth such an advice fromthe hi gher ups, people at the grassroots
level will usually abide by it. Maybe, nobody will dare to nom nate
anyone," he said.

Razal ei gh al so said it was not proper to use noney, government
machi nery, civil servants and agencies to canpaign to secure party
posi tions.

"If that is the case, people in power will have the advantage of using
all the facilities at their disposal for their self-interest while those
with no positions can never match the influence of the people in power," he
added.
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