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Ku Li qualifies to contest veep post

Mani sah Ismail; Letitia Sanue

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Kelantan Umo |iaison chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah has
got the required nunber of nominations to qualify to contest the post of

party vice-president when the Gua Musang Umo divi sion conmttee decided

to nomnate himfor the post today.

Wth the nom nation, Tengku Razal ei gh now has 17 nomi nati ons.

This makes himeligible to contest for the vice-presidency at the Umo
el ection next nonth.

Tengku Razal ei gh's nom nati on was announced by Gua Miusang Umo deputy
chi ef Saufi Deraman after the divisional commttee neeting at the State
Umo bui | di ng.

Al so nominated to vie for the three vice-president posts were Defence
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Osu
Sukam

The neeting was held to deci de on the nom nees foll owi ng a decision at
the Gua Musang Umo del egates neeting on March 31 to | eave the nom nations
to the division conmttee nmenbers.

The del egat es had unani nously deci ded to | eave the nomination to the
comm ttee because they felt the conmittee nenbers were in a better
position to know best whomto nom nate.

Saufi said the commttee nmenbers al so unani nously agreed to noni nate
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for party president and
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi for deputy
presi dent.

He said the decision to nom nate Tengku Razal ei gh was nade after
consi dering the desire of the division nmenbers to have hi m (Tengku
Razal ei gh) play a bigger role, especially at the central |evel.

"Tengku Razal ei gh does not want and refused to be nom nated. However, on
the request of party menbers and col | eagues in the State and outside
Kel ant an who want hi m (Tengku Razal eigh) to play a bigger role at the
central level, the Gua Musang Umo division conmttee nenbers, unani nously
decided to nom nate himfor the post of vice-president,” he added.

Earlier, Tengku Razal eigh told reporters the decision of the division
comm ttee nmeeting was made after taking into consideration the views of
all quarters.

He said the division' s decision on the nom nati ons would be submitted to
the party's headquarters as soon possi bl e.

Later, asked on the conmttee's decision in nomnating himfor the vice-
presi dency, Tengku Razal eigh said it was not within his neans to stop them
fromdoi ng so

"I allowed themto nom nate ne because of their desire to see ne play a
bi gger role at the central |level and also to have ne qualify to contest
for the post and that | only needed just another nom nation to be
el i gi bl e.

"However, it has al so been agreed that they will accept ny final
deci sion on the matter," he added.

Tengku Razal ei gh said he would di scuss with committee nmenbers of his
(@Qua Musang Ummo) division and col | eagues before deci di ng whet her or not
to contest for the post.

Responding to a question as to why he had earlier refused to be
noni nat ed, Tengku Razal ei gh said he would be issuing a statenent to
clarify on his earlier stand | ater on.



In Kuching, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mhamad Khalil Yaacob said
t he deci sion by the Gua Miusang division in nonminating Dr Mahat hir and
Abdul l ah for the two top posts indicated that the division respected the
wi shes of the suprene council.
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