17 FEB 2000
Razal ei gh- Cont est
KU LI REAFFI RVS "NO CONTEST" STAND

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Umo |iaison chief Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah tonight reiterated his stand not to contest for the Umo
presi dent and deputy president's posts in the party elections in My.

He said he had never intended to contest for the posts but certain
groups had purposely nmade assunptions that he would go for one of the two
posi tions.

"I say no, they say yes...how else can | respond,” he told reporters on
arrival at the Sultan Ismail Petra Airport in Pengkal an Chepa after
attendi ng the Umo suprene council neeting in Kuala Lunpur.

After the neeting, Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said he believed Tengku Razal ei gh woul d stick by his
statenment not to contest for the two top posts.

Dr Mahathir said the suprenme council wel comed Tengku Razal ei gh's
statenment considered to be in line with his position as a nenber of the
counci | which had i ssued a no-contest advice for the two posts after its
nmeeting on Jan 3.

Tengku Razal ei gh said: "I think everyone is aware of the suprene
council's decision. 1've also nade known ny intention (not to contest) to
all."

However, he would nonitor the support fromthe divisions.

He said the divisions nust take heed of the suprene council's advice.

"Maybe, 1'm no | onger needed anynore. Probably, that's why there is no
support but if menbers have plans (to nomnate), 1'll see first," he said.

The Ut usan Ml aysia reported today that Tengku Razal ei gh had no pl ans
to contest for the Umo presidency and deputy presidency in the party
pol I s.
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