09 MAR 2000
Razal ei gh- Umo
KU LI: | CANNOT RUN AWAY FROM RESPONSI BI LTI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, March 9 (Bernamm) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said today
he cannot run away fromthe responsibility entrusted to himin Umo no
matter how heavy it was so long it was within his capabilities.

The Kel antan Umo liaison chief said positions in Umo were not sone
ki nd of enpl oynment or an honour but a responsibility that must be
shoul dered based on the confidence of the people whom he would | ead.

Thi s confidence nust conme fromthe grassroots and cannot be determ ned
by the higher-ups, he said in a statement in response to the call by the
Umo | eadership to announce his stand whether he would be contesting in the
May 11 party el ections.

Tengku Razal eigh said in the history of Umo nmany top party | eaders
becane | eaders because they were asked to | ead and not by forcing the
grassroots to accept their |eadership.

"Past | eaders did not nmake announcenents maybe because it was the Ml ay
custom they feel shane to beg to becone a | eader

"A contest in the party is not a boxing conpetition to win prizes from
the victory so much so we have to make an announcenent first.

"Instead, a contest in the party is to shoulder a responsibility. What
nore the situation in Umo then was as critical as today where the people
want to see how far the Umo | eadership can attract the Malays to be with
them" he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh said elections for the Ml ay | eadership nmust be for
the future of the Malay race and not for the interest of any individual

"That is the reason why previous Umo | eaders waited for the grassroots
to determine the right people to |l ead them" he said.

On nom nations by Umo divisions for posts up for grabs in the party

el ections, he said: "If the people at the grassroots feel I'mnot qualified
or did not fulfil the criteria to lead, |"mprepared to remain as a
gur kha. "

"To ne, whether | have a position or not is not inportant. Being a Ml ay
who wi shes to remain as a fighter for the race, | believe I can and nmany

ot her Umo nmenbers can contribute to the Ml ays wi thout making any
announcenents,” he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so thanked certain Umo | eaders for suggesting that
he contest for the vice-president's post in the party elections.

"To ne this is a new trend where there seens to be a pact anong them
to determine and fix positions for others in our party," he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh said he was surprised over the nunerous specul ations
bei ng bandi ed about on his position in the run-up to the polls.

Referring to the specul ations in the newspapers on his position, he
said: "Those who wote "not contesting"” stories also eventually wote
"contesting" stories although I have repeatedly made the sane
statenent on the matter."

"Way am | being treated like a ball, kicked here and there?,"
he said.

Umo divisions started nom nating candi dates for party posts
from March 1.

So far, 17 divisions had held their nmeetings with all of them
nom nating Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi for the president
and deputy president's posts.



Dr Mahathir is Umo president while Abdullah is the vice-
president performng the duties of the deputy president.

The deputy president's post fell vacant foll ow ng the expul sion
of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromUmo on Sept 3, 1998.

The trend of nom nating Dr Mahathir and Abdullah was in |ine
wi th the supreme council's advice to the divisions to propose them
for the two top posts.

This, however, did not stop specul ations on the |ikelihood of
Tengku Razal ei gh being nom nated to contest one of the two
posts. -- BERNAMVA
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