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Kuan Yew confi dent bilateral issues can be resol ved

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew t oday
expressed confidence that the Prine M nisters of Mal aysi a and Si ngapore
woul d be able to nmeet soon to resol ve outstanding bilateral issues.

He said if there was enough "give" between the two countries, "then in
two or three nmonths, the two Prine Mnisters can neet, resol ve the key
i ssues and nove on".

"l believe there is enough “give' on both sides on the key points. |
| eave (Mal aysia) nore optim stic than when | cane,"” Lee said at a Press
conference at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel on the | ast day of his four-day
wor ki ng visit.

This is his first working visit to Mal aysi a since handi ng over the
Si ngapore prem ership to Goh Chok Tong i n 1990 and assuning t he rol e of
Seni or M nister.

Bilateral ties between the two countries were strained inrecent years
due to probl ems such as the | ocati on of the Mal aysi an Custons, | nmgration
and Quarantine (ClQ conplex in Singapore and negotiation for a new
agreenment on water supply to the republic.

Lee said the two countries could not nove on key issues unl ess t hey
"give".

"There has been a stalemate for many years and it is not to our
advantage. Both sides will gain in many respects if we noved on."

Saying that the i ssues were beyond the | evel of civil servants, Lee said
Si ngapore had to deci de whet her to anmend t he points of agreenent to
acconmodat e the wi shes of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad.

"I woul d recommend yes if there was “give' on other issues, a fair deal
on water supply and fair terns concerning the ClQand Central Provident
Fund.

"It has to be a package, one which is bal anced."

Asked whet her the m strust between the two countries was justified, Lee
sai d Si ngapore di d not harbour any m strust. "The mi strust is on your
si de. When we reach an agreenment and spell it out in words, let's stick to
it."

Lee proposed for Mnisters fromboth countries to nmeet regularly on
personal termnms so that they could cultivate friendships.

"There shoul d be some systemof regul ar exchanges wi t hout an agenda. |
have al ready told (Foreign Mnister) Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar t hat
Mal aysi an M ni sters should go down to Singapore w t hout anyone taking any
noti ce.

"They shoul d not be under any pressure to deliver."

It was i nmportant to formfriendships, Lee said, so that when there were
probl ens, "you will al ready know each ot her's tenperanent".

Lee said he was able to "call and play golf with Tunku (Abdul Rahman)
and Tun (Abdul Razak)" in the roughest of tinmes because they were friends.

"Dr Mahathir was trained as a doctor in Singapore. W share a bond."

Asked by a foreign reporter whether he was an "eneny" or "friend" to
Mal aysia i n the Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi missue, Lee said: "Singaporeis
not an eneny. |If anything, it is a friend."

"I feel nore sorry for Dr Mahathir than Anwar. | said that before the
trial and | also say it now. "

The Senior Mnister said he felt sorry that Dr Mahathir had to pay a
"heavy price" for sacking the former Deputy Prinme Mnister, attributed



| argely to what Lee described as a series of blunders by officials who
handl ed t he sacki ng.

Lee said the circunstances that led to the sacking of Anwar was an
"unmitigated disaster”.

"There have been errors of judgnent, several errors of judgnent which |
felt were nost unfortunate."

Lee sai d he asked Dr Mahathir at a conference in Davos, Switzerland, a
nonth after Anwar's arrest: "Wy did you arrest Anwar under the Internal
Security Act. How could he be a national security threat when until four
weeks ago he was your deputy?"

The Prine M nister told himthat he was fl abbergasted and di d not know
that Anwar was going to be arrested under the | SA

"He told me it was the prerogative of the police chief. I felt it was
t he begi nning of a series of blunders that cost himdearly."

The Si ngapore el der statesnan told Dr Mahathir that it shoul d have been
a straightforward crimnal charge for "corruption, sodony or whatever".

"Anwar shoul d be produced in court the next day after the arrest, you
can contest bail on the ground that he was interfering with w tnesses.

"The police chief arrested hi munder the | SA and the next disaster was
the bl ue eye."

Lee al so expressed his bew | derment over the need to re-enact the Gik
arns hei st to placate cynics. He described the cyni ci smand scepticism
denonstrated by those who have call ed the heist a sandi wara as
"ridicul ous" and "perpl exi ng".

"Surely no Governnent in the world woul d stage a sei zure of firearnms and
t hen recover themat the cost of two human bei ngs who were mutil at ed
cruelly."

Lee sai d, however, that the cynici smhe spoke of was gl eaned after
neeting with senior journalists of | ocal newspapers.

"If the editors accurately reflect the sentinents on the ground, then
there is a lot of cynicismand scepticism"”

In his one-hour |Iong Press conference, which was packed with [ ocal and
foreign reporters, Lee al so spoke frankly and candidly on a nunber of
ot her issues.

Anong themwere his i npression of Mal aysia after 10 years, his personal
relationship with Dr Mahathir, the need for Asean to assi st | ndonesi a,
nmeritocracy in Singapore and howit has worked for the Mal ays, and the
need for Umo to get the younger generation to cone up with an agenda on
what they want for the nation's future.

A reporter also presented Lee a hypothetical situation: What would
Singapore's rel ationship be wth a Pas-led Government ?

Lee said: "Pas would need to win over the non-Mislins to cone into
power. On their own, they cannot do this."

The 76-year-old Lee arrived i n Mal aysi a on Monday, taking the North-
Sout h Expressway in a notorcade fromthe Johor Baru Causeway acconpani ed
by his wife Kwa Geok Choo and 10 officers.

Meanwhi | e, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who net with Lee
earlier today, said Lee expressed his concern over "political
devel opnents" in the country.

"He is, however, confident that we will be able to ensure continued
stability."

( END)
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