02/ 07/ 2000
"Bakun will spur industrial growth'

Raynore Mering

KUCHI NG Sat. - The construction of the Bakun hydro-electric project wll
spur industrial growth in Sarawak, Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr George
Chan sai d t oday.

"W will be able to provide cheaper power supply to industries, not only
in Sarawak but for the whole country," he said.

Dr Chan was speaking after opening the "How Do W Care? H V/ Al DS and
Rel i gi on Workshop”. He was asked to comment on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's statenent that the Federal Government woul d continue
with the project which was put on hold during the econom ¢ sl owdown.

Dr Mahathir had said the Governnent had not given up on the RML3 billion
project as there was a need for it with increasing demand for electricity.
Bakun was initially planned to generate 2,400 negawatts but, recently,

the Government had considered scaling it down to about 500 negawatts.

Dr Chan said the State Governnent was al so pl eased that the Prine
M ni st er had encouraged the devel opnent of energy-intensive projects in
Sarawak to make full use of the power that woul d be avail abl e.

Asked when the construction of the damwould begin, Dr Chan said it
m ght begin when the 1.4km | ong diversion tunnel was conpl eted early next
January.

The latest tunnel is the third and I ast tunnel to be constructed. Wrk
on the tunnel resunmed | ast Cctober after a delay of alnpbst a year due to
the recession which forced forner turnkey contractor, Ekran Bhd, to pul
out .

By the time the project was suspended at the end of 1998, the tunnel was
al ready 75 per cent conpl eted.
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