19/ 03/ 2000

Lack of support from Beaufort, Miar for Tengku Razal ei gh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Attenpts to nomi nate Kel antan Umo chi ef Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah to contest the post of deputy president at the May party
el ections failed at both the Beaufort division in Sabah and Bakri in Miar,
Johor, today due to | ack of support.

At the Beaufort neeting, the attenpt was rmade by division vice-head Mhd
Zahari Mhd Zinin.

Al t hough the situation at the Pa Misa Hall was tense, the neeting
continued with del egates nom nating Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad for the
post of president and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi for the vice
president's post.

The conmoti on began soon after a resolution was passed for divisiona

head Datuk LajimUkin to |list candidates to contest for top posts in the
party.

Beaufort MP Datuk Ani fah Aman had proposed that Lajimbe given the
mandate to |ist candidates for the post of permanent chairman, deputy

per manent chai rman, president, deputy president, vice presidents and 25
supreme council nenbers, apart from choosing seven del egates for the

el ection in Kuala Lunpur.

Beauf ort division pernmanent chairman, Abdul Ml ek Unar, then proposed

the resolution to del egates at the neeting and del egates agreed by a show
of hands.

At that point, Mdhd Zahari asked for perm ssion from Abdul Ml ek to say
a few words.

The request was deni ed, but Mohd Zahari wal ked to the rostrum and agreed
to the resol ution, except for the post of deputy president.

Mohd Zahari proposed Tengku Razal ei gh be nom nated for the post of

deputy president, adding that party nmenbers shoul d be allowed the freedom
to choose | eaders.

Wi | e Mbhd Zahari spoke, division treasurer Datuk John O T. Chani and
some del egates in the hall stood up and told Zahari to sit down so that
the neeting could be continued.

Abdul Mal ek then asked for support fromdel egates by a show of hands to
allow Lajimto continue listing nanes of candidates for the top posts.
Abdul Ml ek decl ared that Mohd Zahari's proposal shoul d be rejected
because nmore than two thirds of del egates supported the resolution earlier
proposed by Anifah.

Mohd Zahari tried to get perm ssion to speak once again but was not

al | oned by Abdul Mal ek.

He then left the neeting with a few Umo nenbers.

The di vi sion nom nated Sabah party chief and Chief M nister Datuk Gsu
Sukam incurmbent Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Johor Umo chief and
Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Ot hman for the posts of vice-president.
Two ot her divisions which held their neetings today - Libaran and Tenom

- also nominated Gsu and Najib for the post of vice-president.

However, the third candi date for vice-president in Libaran was Foreign

M ni ster Datuk Syed Hanmid Al bar and i n Tenomthe candi date was Negri
Senbi l an party chief and Menteri Besar Tan Sri |sa Abdul Samad.

Li baran and Tenom al so nom nated Dr Mahathir and Abdullah for the top
two posts respectively.

Al'l three divisions nom nated Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah for the post

of permanent chairman whil e Beaufort and Li baran nom nated Sandakan



di vi si onal head Datuk Anmpong Puyong for the post of deputy pernmanent
chai r man.
The Tenom di vi si on however nom nated Datuk | khwan Nasir for the post of
deputy pernmanent chai rnman.

( END)
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