29/ 07/ 2000

LADA GM t akes over as Custons and Exci se chi ef

LANGKAW , Fri. - The outgoi ng general manager of Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority, Datuk Abdul Halil Mitalib, who takes over as Director-Genera
of the Custons and Exci se Department next week, has described his
pronotion as a surprise.

"I just received ny letter of appointment and this was unexpected," he
said in a tel ephone interview from Kual a Lunpur.

Despite tal k of his new appoi ntnent over the past three weeks, Halil had
declined to be interviewed by the nmedia on his new post pending officia
notification.

Hal il said his appointnment as head of the Custons was not sonething
"unusual " as LADA and Custons cone under the purview of the Finance
Mnistry.

Nevert hel ess, he said he needed gui dance fromthe Finance M nister Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n, the Chief Secretary to the Government and Fi nance M nistry
secretary-general and others to carry out his new duties.

Hal il has been at the hel mof LADA since it was set up in 1990 to
spear head t he devel opment of Langkaw .

"I started in LADA and it is gratifying to have been a part of the
phenonmenal growth of Langkawi as an international tourist resort."” He
added that this was made possi ble by the gui dance and vision of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

The nodest Halil said what was achi eved by LADA so far has "all been
part of ny duties as expected froma governnment servant."

He said this would continue to be his phil osphy as a governnment servant
carrying out his duties.

Under Halil, LADA was responsible for ensuring the required
infrastructure for the growth of the island and attract investors, both
| ocal and from overseas.
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