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Land of Hornbill not ready to give up political treasure to Umo yet

Shansul Akmar
IN the noonlight, Gunung Santubong stands al oof above the beautiful Dana
resort some 30 minutes away from Kuchi ng.

The maj estic nmountain seens to jealously keep vigil over its
sur roundi ngs.

This I ends romance to the local nyth that init, lies the spirit of the
proud, beautiful princess, Puteri Santubong, fromwhomit derives its
namne.

But Gunung Santubong is not the only natural attraction in the Land of
the Hornbill and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad di scovered
anot her when he officiated the opening of the Borneo Hi ghl ands Resort on
Sat ur day.

The opening of the resort, built by devel oper Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew,
mar ked yet another milestone in Sarawak's efforts to be a mainstream
pl ayer in the domestic and regional tourismindustry.

However, much as the locals seened quite accombdating in allow ng
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi ans to share their treasure trove of beautiful tourist
attractions, it is not so when it cones to politics.

The wi despread talk of Umo wanting to spread its wings to Sarawak, for
exanpl e, had sonewhat been perceived negatively by nost |ocal politica
pundi ts.

Though not openly di scussed by State political |eaders, every tine the
i ssue of Umo coning to Sarawak is raised, one can al nost feel the
negati ve vi bes gener at ed.

This persists despite repeated assurance by Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
president, that the party does not want to go to Sarawak.

The fact that the the idea of bringing Umo to Sarawak is actually
hat ched by fornmer State | eaders who had served at Federal |evel enhanced
the intrigue and theories of conspiracy unfurl ed.

A pro-Barisan Nasional political observer pointed out that it was not so
much the rejection of Umo but the fear that its presence may affect the
coalition's powerful grip, under the | eadership of the Ml ay- Mel anau based
Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu (PBB)

"There are al ready enough problens with Pas and Parti Keadilan Nasi ona
attenpting to erode BN rule. Wong timng by Umo to venture into this
State may lead to further political uncertainties,” he added.

O hers | ess supportive of BN view Umo as a peni nsul a-based party and if
it cones to Sarawak, this will only nmean further Federal control, not only
within the adm nistrative context but also political

Wil e no one can fault the people of Sarawak in ternms of their pride
about bei ng Mal aysi ans, they are, however, quite jealous of their
political existence and want that to be determ ned by their own peopl e.

However, | ocal proponents of Umo coming to Sarawak view the idea as
giving rise to increasing State participation in national politics.

"G ven the fact that Sarawak has the bi ggest nunber of parlianmentary
seats, it will have as many nunber of divisions if Umo were to conme here.

"Wth 28 divisions, we will have consi derable wei ght in deciding who
shoul d get the inportant party posts and in tinme to cone, a Sarawak | eader
can becone the Umo president which neans beconming the Prine Mnister,"
said a |l ocal supporter of Umo.

This is a political equation with many ifs and buts.

But the nore pressing i ssue which needs to be addressed is definitely



that of national integration.

The neeting between Dr Mahathir and Medan Nunjing, father of arny
commando Mat hew who was killed in the Sauk incident should augur well for
national integration.

But one-off things |ike that are not enough nmuch as it should not be
taken lightly especially when it was the Prine Mnister hinself who nmade
such an effort while sone other |ocal |eaders thenselves were quite sl ow
intheir reaction, as a di sappoi nted Medan | anent ed.

That aside, locals too have conpl ai ned over the insensitivity of
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi ans when vi siting Sarawak.

"Sonetinmes, even in light conversation, remarks like "we are from
Mal aysia' being uttered by our friends from Senenanj ung nakes us
unconf ort abl e.

"It is as if we Sarawaki ans are not Mal aysi ans," said one.

At the sane tine, nuch as these slips of the tongue do damage rel ati ons,
the immigration policy in Sarawak, which requires Peninsul ar Ml aysians to
produce their passports or fill up forms on entry, has al so been a bone of
contention for those fromacross the South China Sea.

Their contention is that the people of Sarawak can nove in and out of
Kual a Lunpur without such regulations, so why should they be subjected to
such when goi ng to Kuchi ng.

Al'l these go to show that there are many underlying i ssues which are
still contentious, enough to feed the suspicious nind.

Then again, 37 years of marriage between Senenanjung and Sarawak is a
short tinme in the context of nation-buil ding.

It will take time before a satisfactory |level of national integration
can be realised

As such, Umo shoul d expect that the people of Sarawak will be jeal ously
guarding their political treasure.

Wiile waiting for themto open up on that front, there is still the
beauti ful Gunung Sant ubong whi ch they have offered to share.

( END)
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