22/ 10/ 2000
Law. Be maj or player in foruns

M Sahi bul | ah

SHAH ALAM Sat. - Mal aysia should play a leading role in international
foruns and semnars if it wants to nake significant contributions to

saf eguard t he envi ronment and resol ve envi ronnmental problens threatening
the worl d.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng said
today this was one way for Malaysia to present its views to the
i nternational community in dealing wth problens such as indiscrimnate
di sposal of hazardous waste and gl obal warm ng.

"Environnent al issues have becone gl obal issues as the i npact of
envi ronment al probl ens such as ozone depl eti on and gl obal warming is
wor | dwi de, " he said when representing Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad i n | aunchi ng t he Mal aysi an Envi ronment Week at Dat aran
Shah Al am

To becone a maj or participant ininternational foruns, Law said Mal aysi a
had to be well prepared.

Thi s coul d be achi eved by i ncorporating environnental preservation
aspects into the nation's devel opnent.

"I'n addition, nore efforts nust be nade to i ncrease awar eness anong
Mal aysi ans t owar ds saf eguar di ng t he envi ronnent," he sai d.

"Despi te organi sing vari ous programes to i ncrease public awareness on
the environnent, we still hear of illegal |ogging at catchnment areas and
forest reserves and of i ndustries indiscrinmnately discharging wasteinto
rivers."

Besi des polluting the environnent, Law said such activities could | ead
to other problenms such as | andslides and flash fl oods.

Inan effort torehabilitate polluted rivers, the mnistry has directed
State Governments to select ariver intheir respective States for
rehabilitation under a new programme.

He al so expressed hope that the new programe woul d be nore successf ul
than previous river rehabilitation programres i npl emented by the m nistry.

Law added t hat recent studies conducted by the ninistry showed t hat
about a third of 120 main rivers in the country were poll uted.

Law al so instructed State Governments to subnmit their projected
all ocation for environment tothe mnistry sothat it could present its
al l ocation under the Ei ghth Mal aysian Pl an to the Government for
consi derati on.

Earlier, Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo in his speech said
Sel angor woul d add another Eto its Four Es Adm nistrati on Concept
(Educated, Efficient, Effective and El ectronic), whi ch was Envi ronnent.

"Wththe fifth E, this will ensure that all future devel opnent projects
inthe State are environnment-friendly."

He said the State Government had set up an Environnental Awareness
Action Conmittee conprisingrepresentatives fromgover nment depart ments,
the private sector and non-gover nment al organi sations.

On top of this, Mohamad Khir said Sel angor planned to introduce
gui del i nes cal | ed t he Sel angor Environnental Bl ueprint for better
managenent of the environment.
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