21/ 08/ 2000
Last three hone at last (HL)

Tony Enmanuel ; Joni st on Bangkua
THE | ook on their faces said it all...!

Sheddi ng tears of joy, the three renmai ni ng Mal aysi ans ki dnapped from
Pul au Si padan | eft Jolo island just after dawn yesterday, and hours later,
were reunited with their famlies.

An air of excitenent filled the Kota Ki nabal u I nternational Airport's
arrival |ounge as fam |y nenbers and wel | -wi shers were obviously relieved
on seeing the specially chartered Syari kat Penerbangan Sabah Sdn Bhd
aircraft land at 4. 05pm

In a highly enptional situation, cheers and tears rolled out freely as
Ken Fong Yin Ken, Kua Yu Loong and Basilius Jimalighted fromthe
aircraft, piloted by Ken's father Capt Janes Fong. On arrival, they were
i mredi at el y nobbed by fam |y nenbers and rel ati ves.

Whil e the curtain may have conme down as far as the Mal aysi ans are
concerned, the Jol o hostage crisis continues to attract gl obal attention
to the southern Philippines, as the foreigners ki dnapped fromthe Si padan

I sland Resort on April 23 are still held captive by the heavily arned Abu
Sayyaf rebels.
The group is still holding six French, two Gernmans, two Finnish, two

South Africans and 15 Fili pi nos.

Those taken captive fromthe island were Werner Qunter Kort and Marc
Wal | et (both Germans), Carel Strydomand wife Moni que (South Africa),
Soni a Wndl i ng, Stephane Loi sy and Marie M chel (France), Jahanen Ri sto
M kro and Franti Seppo Juhani (Finland), and a Filipino enpl oyee of the
resort Roland Ul ah.

Three French journalists and 12 Filipino Christian evangelists were al so
t aken captive when they visited the Abu Sayyaf's stronghol d.

Acconpanyi ng t he freed Mal aysi ans were Deputy Educati on M ni st er Dat uk
Abdul Aziz Samsuddin, former Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee,
former Senator Datuk Sairin Karno and busi nessman Yusof Handan

Clad in newy bought shirts and trousers, Ken, Basilius and Kua t hanked
Mal aysi ans, with special reference to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, for their prayers and efforts in securing their rel ease.

Besi des fanmily nenbers and rel ati ves, Deputy Chief M nister Datuk
W fred Bunmburing, who represented the State Governnent, and Nati ona
Security Council director-general Datuk Jaafar Ismail were al so present at
the airport.

After a brief Press conference, the three were taken to the Queen
El i zabet h Hospital in an ambul ance for nedi cal exam nation

Despite the four-nonth ordeal, the three appeared jovial throughout the
Press conference, spicing sone of their answers tothe journalists with
j okes.

Whil e the incident and days in captivity bring back harrow ng nenori es,
the three said they woul d conti nue wor ki ng on Si padan i sl and.

Twent y- ei ght -year-ol d Ken said words coul d not describe his feelings of
being reunited with his famly

"How do you expect ne to feel... of course | feel great," he said.

Ken, who is dive master with the Pul au Si padan Resort, said after the
si x ot her Mal aysi an host ages were rel eased they knewit would be a matter
of tine before they too woul d be rel eased.

"W never gave up hope. W knew t he day woul d comre when we woul d be
rel eased,"” he said, adding that they were well taken care of and never



ill-treated by their captors.

Their greatest fear during the four nonths they were in captivity was
not about whether they were going to be rel eased or not, but the use of
mlitary force to rescue them

"If anmlitary operation had been | aunched to rescue us, it coul d have
been disastrous for us," said Yin Ken.

Kua, 24, said he was relieved that the harrowi ng ordeal was finally over
and he was reunited with his famly whom"Il nissed so much".

He said while in captivity, they passed their time by playing cards.

"Actually I picked up sone Tausug dial ects while | was there," said Kua,
who is the chief cook of Pulau Sipadan Resort.

Basi lius, 31, said he was grateful to the Ml aysi an negotiators for the
relentless efforts to secure their rel ease.

"I mssed ny famly so nuch... | amglad to be reunited with them" said
the Wldlife Departnent Ranger.

I n Zamboanga, Ml aysi an anbassador to the Philippi nes Mohanad Arshad
Hussai n wel comed the freed captives with Philippine chief negotiator
Robert Aventaj ado at the Edwi n Andrews Airforce Base.

Descri bi ng the afternoon event as nore neani ngful than previ ous ones,
Arshad said efforts by the Philippine Governnent had | ed to al nost hal f of
the Si padan captives being freed.

"This is a significant point and speaks i mensely of the Philippine
Governnent's efforts in handling the crisis," he said.

He congrat ul at ed Avent aj ado and nmenbers of the negotiating teamfor
t hei r dedication and prai sed Jol o-based Sul u Gover nor Abdusakur Tan and
M ndanao tycoon Wee Lee Peng, whose behind the scenes efforts brought
reality to the Malaysians' bid for freedom

"Everyone knows that negotiating with abductors is an arduous and nost
difficult assignnent."

But, he added, perseverance and hard work put in by the negotiators were
al ready showi ng substantive results.

"I amconfident the anbassadors of France, Finland, Gernany and South
Africawould simlarly beinvitedto receive their nationals still heldin
captivity in days to cone."

The rel ease of the Mal aysians was initially schedul ed for Friday, but
rough sea conditions and bad weat her forced their return to be aborted.

Meanwhi | e, the Gaddafi International Association for Charitable
Organi sations, run by Seif el-1slam son of Libyan | eader Miamrar Gaddafi
announced it would withdrawits envoys, airplane and nedical teamif there
was no "tangi bl e, positive devel opnent™ in the negotiations.

For mer Li byan anbassador to the Philippines, Rajab Azzarouq, who
travell ed to the Abu Sayyaf's canp yesterday said the rel ease of all the
captives remai ned di fficult because of di sputes anong the vari ous Abu
Sayyaf factions.

( END)
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