01/ 04/ 2000

Lawyers ordered to serve affidavit on Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The H gh Court today ordered Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim s lawers to serve his affidavit on Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
"imediately" to enable the Prime Mnister to reply.

Judge Datuk Arifin Jaka said he was not ordering Dr Mahathir to reply,
"but I amgiving himthe privilege to do so if he wi shes". Dr Mahathir has
until 4pm on Tuesday to reply.

The affidavit details reasons why Anwar wants to call Dr Mahathir, who
has been subpoenaed, as a w tness.

It was filed after the court ordered the defence to show the rel evance
of Dr Mahathir's evidence since the prosecution had contended that the
Prime Mnister's testinony was not rel evant.

Arifin said it was only proper for the "allegations and facts" in the
affidavit to be brought to Dr Mahathir's attention since Anwar's | awer
Karpal Singh had referred to it when submitting on the rel evance of the
Prinme Mnister's evidence.

Anwar has al so i ssued subpoenas to Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n
and Deputy Education M nister Datuk Aziz Shansuddi n who have applied to
set them aside

The applications were to be heard today but the court adjourned the
matter to Tuesday after | awyer Ng Ai k Guan, acting for Dai mand Aziz, said
he received Anwar's reply to Aziz's affidavit only this norning and
required time to reply.

Karpal said he also required tine to reply to Daims response to Anwar's
reply which was served on Anwar this norning

Before Arifin adjourned the applications, he ticked off the defence when
he noticed that Anwar's affidavit was undated and told one of his | awers
to "regul ari se" the docunent.

Karpal said Anwar filed the affidavit hinself because his |l awers feared
that they could be cited for contenpt or prosecuted for filing the
docunent.

(One of Anwar's | awyers, Zainur Zakaria, was jailed three nonths for
filing his (Anwar's) application to disqualify two nmenbers of the
prosecuting teamin the sacked Deputy Prime Mnister's corruption trial.)

"Datuk Seri Anwar is represented by several |awers who can assist him
in making the application, and surely the prosecution will not object if
one of themregularises the affidavit by including the date,” Arifin said.

Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail said the
prosecution had no objection.

Later, Anwar's other lawer, S.N. Nair, said he had personally served
Anwar's affidavit on an officer at the Prime Mnister's office at
Putraj aya.

The of ficer, whomNair identified as Mohd Elias, had received the
af fidavit about 4.40pmon behal f of Dr Mahathir

Anwar and hi s adopted brother, businessman Suknma Dar mawan Sasmit aat
Madj a, are charged with sodoni sing former driver Azizan Abu Bakar at a
Tivoli Villa apartnment in Bangsar between January and March 1993.

Sukma is also facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodonising
Azizan at the sane tinme and place. Azizan is the former driver of Anwar's
wife, Datin Seri Dr WAn Azi zah Wan | smai |

The trial proper did not proceed today and was put off to Monday after
Karpal said his further subm ssions on the rel evance of Dr Mahathir's



evi dence woul d depend on devel opnents regardi ng the affidavits of Dai mand
Azi z.
(Parties were in the nmidst of submitting on the rel evance of Dr
Mahat hir' s evi dence before hearing was adj ourned | ast Tuesday.)
( END)
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