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Layi ng a sound foundation for Umo in new millennium

Lokman Mansor

THE 54t h Umo Ceneral Assenbly, the first of the newmnillennium has
sought to lay the foundation for the party and the Mal ays to face the
chal I enges ahead.

Before the General Assenbly, the tal k throughout the country was on the
party el ecti ons whi ch woul d be held to el ect Umo's Suprene Counci |
nmenbers for the 2000-2003 term But it was nore than that.

In his presidential speech, Umo president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad cal | ed on Umo nmenbers to return to the i deal s upon
whi ch the party was founded 54 years ago. This, he said, was vital for its
strength and survival.

"Mal ays who desire continued progress nust build a brighter future
Mal ays who wi sh to redeemand mai ntain their dignity nust be disciplined,
nmust control their desires, and be willing to nmake sacrifices for the sake
of the future of their race, religion and nation," he said.

Gbservers say the Prinme M nister had sought to redefine the Mal ays, a
new ki nd of Malay, if youwll. Ml ays who have the ability to contro
their desires, avoi d negative val ues, hold strongly to Islamc principles
and practise val ues that are virtuous. They shoul d be di sci plined and
fully believe that God will help those who hel p thensel ves, and learn to
acquire the know edge that can make t hemsuccessf ul

The new Mal ays, Dr Mahat hir said, shoul d not be associated with
drunkards, wonmani sers and ganbl ers, which sonme critics have | abel ed as the
typi cal urban, successful Ml ay.

This is the huge responsiblity that nowrests with Umo - to increase
t he nunber of these new Mal ays. Dr Mahathir said a start nust be nade with
the | eaders and nenbers of Umo so that they becone t he new Mal ays before
anyone el se.

Thi s begs the question: Does the Umo Suprene Council nenbers el ected by
the nore than 2, 000 del egates at the assenbly have sonme or all of these
qualities?

The question was asked of Dr Mahathir during a press conference on
Fri day.

"I have no proven evi dence that they have been i nvolved i n corruption
O course there are | ots of peopl e who make assunptions, but | cannot work
on peopl e' s assunptions. | nust have proof of wongdoing. | can't condemn
peopl e without proof," he said.

Asked on Saturday if he felt the new Supreme Council |ine-up is capable
of achi eving the goals set out for the party and t he Mal ays, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"I think they can. O course, we cannot achi eve an i deal anything. There
will be differences of opinions. The duty of a | eader is to bring al
t hese di fferent opinions together and channel it to achi eve t he objectives
we have."

Many agree that the Umo Suprene Council el ected by the delegates is a
strong team nmde up of a good mi x of old and new, and of different
backgrounds and vi ews.

They are united in their support of the president and his deputy, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi , who were bot h el ect ed unopposed at t he genera
assenbly. The question of succession after Dr Mahathir has been settled.

The three vice-presidents - Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihamad
Muhamad Tai b, and Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin - have extensive experience in



the party and the governnent.

Al three were at one tine Menteris Besar - Najib in Pahang, Muhammad in
Sel angor, and Muhyi ddin in Johor. Najib was at one ti me Umo Yout h | eader,
and has been at the helmof the ministries of defence and educati on.

Muhammad was a surprise wi nner by virtue of the negative publicity he
had received after being charged in an Australian court, but he has al so
been credited for nmuch of the devel opnent i n Sel angor, nmaking it anong t he
nmost devel oped states in the country. Mihyiddin, the Donestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnister, also suffered fromsone negative publicity
pertaining to certain |l and deal s during his tenure as Johor Menteri Besar,
but he nade a huge i nmpact on Johor's progress with his aggressive and
anbi ti ous devel oprment pl ans.

Muhyi ddi n was al so remenbered for what sone have descri bed as the best
Conmonweal t h Ganmes ever staged when Mal aysia hosted it in 1998. He was t he
Yout h and Sports M nister then.

It was al so not forgotten that Naji b, Muhamad and Muhyi ddi n were al so
part of the so-call ed Wawasan Team whi ch was supposed to have been
sponsored by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand whi ch won the vi ce-presi dent
posts in 1993.

But circunmstances are different now. They nmay be the sane i ndivi dual s,
but they are different fromwho they were seven years ago, and during that
peri od they have been tried and tested, and their loyalty to the party is
unquest i onabl e.

Toget her with the ot her Suprene Council menbers, they nust now f ocus on
cl osi ng ranks and devel opi ng anong t he Mal ays the qualities that will
enable themto becone nore resilient in facing chall enges ahead.

Dr Mahathir's plea in his closing speech at the general assenbly for
Umo nenbers to becone self-reliant and not be conforted that they have
soneone to depend on, could very well be an advice to Umo | eaders as
wel | .

The Umo president had indicated that this could be his last term both
as president and Prime M nister.

"My ultimate goal is to put the country on track towards achieving
Vi sion 2020. For that, Umo must be strong and remain in power. Menbers
must under stand what we stand for, what we want to do, and howto do it,"
he said.
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