28/ 01/ 2000

“Don't use | eaders' nanmes to wi n support'’

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi today repeated an advice given before previous party el ection that
aspirants to the various posts in the party's May el ection should not use
the nanes of certain | eaders to garner support.

"Those who of fer thensel ves for nom nations should refrain from nmaki ng
clainms that they have the endorsenent of certain |eaders,” said the Deputy
Prime Mnister, who is performng the duties of Umo deputy president.

Speaki ng at a Press conference here, Abdullah said he hoped none of
t hose who had offered thensel ves for nom nati ons had made use of his nane.

He said nmenbers were mature enough to assess the capability and quality
of | eaders they preferred.

"I believe Umo nmenbers will judge the aspiring candi dates based on
their track record and capability to serve the party rather than whether
or not they were endorsed by this or that |eader."

Asked if there was a need for States to limt the nunber of candi dates
contesting in the party election, he said it was up to the divisions and
State liaison comittee to decide.

He said Umo president and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
had advi sed | eaders and nenbers to enphasi se on di scipline.

(It is common for candidates to tell del egates that their candi dacy
recei ves the endorsenent of certain key | eaders).

( END)
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