26/ 11/ 2000

Leaders to | aunch "~ prosper thy nei ghbour' initiative

ASEAN | eader s have agreed to launch an initiative based on Mal aysia's
"prosper thy nei ghbour” principleto narrowthe gap between the haves and
have-nots in the region.

Called the Initiative for Asean Integration (1Al), theideais to help
devel op areas of education, skills devel opment and training of workers in
Canbodi a, Laos, Myanmar and Vi et nam

Chi na, Japan and South Korea will al so contribute towards the I Al.

"Essentially, (the Al) provides a franmework for regional co-operation
t hr ough whi ch t he nore devel oped Asean nembers coul d hel p t hose nenber
countries that nost need it," Singapore Prine M nister Goh Chok Tong said
yest er day.

"This initiative is guided by Dr Mahathir's principle of “prosper thy
nei ghbour' and, by so doing, to prosper Asean," he said inreferenceto
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s t heory that devel opnent is
best achi eved t hrough expandi ng t he econoni c pie and, therefore,

i ncreasi ng everyone's share of the pie.

Goh, who is the fourth Asean Informal Sunmt chai rman, said the areas
woul d be the key factors for conpetitiveness in the New Econony, and to
catal yse the I Al, the Asean nenbers woul d contri but e what they coul d.

To kick off the I Al, he said, Singapore would offer, under a five-year
techni cal assi stance programe, several traininginstitutesin Canbodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam |IT "train-the-trainers" courses and training
attachnents to its educational institutions.

He sai d Si ngapore woul d al so i ncrease the nunber of Singapore
schol arshi ps gi ven to Asean national s.
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