21/ 10/ 2000
Leaders to reinforce partnership

Nur ai na Samad i n Seou
LEADERS of 10 Asian and 15 European countri es began deli berations at the
third Asi a- Europe Meeting yesterday to chart the path for a reinforced
partnership in politics, the econonmy and culture in the 21st century.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmed j oi ns his counterparts for
the two-day neeting during which three docunents will be adopt ed.

They are on the Seoul Declaration for Peace on t he Korean Peni nsul ar
Asi a- Eur ope Co-operative Franmewor k 2000 ( AECF 2000) and the chairman's
stat ement which all enconpass the future direction for further pronotion
of growth and co-operation

Sout h Korean President Ki mDae-Jung set the tone in his opening address,
expressing the hope that the third Asemor Asemlll would lay "a solid
cornerstone for the new Asi a- Europe partnership for prosperity and
stability in the new m !l enniunt

Kim who is this year's Nobel Peace Prize recipient, spoke with deep
hope and enthusiasmthat the efforts and dedi cation froml eaders of both
continents would not only lead to prosperity and nore friendly exchanges
among nmenber countries but also to the peace and wel | -being of all people
in the world.

Kim whose country is experiencing the nmost crucial time inits history
with the nmelting of the "icy Cold War wall" with North Korea, said
al t hough conflicts are continuing in sone pal ces around t he worl d,
"reconciliation and co-operation" are the conmon desires of all peoples
"that will never fade".

For South Korea, Aseml Il could not have been nore significant as it is
the first inthis mllennium

"I amfilled with special enpotion ... thisis a great festive occasion,"
Ki m sai d.

British Prine Mnister Tony Blair, in his opening address, said in an
i nt erdependent world, it was obvi ous and rational that countries should
pool their energies and resources to nmeet the chall enges of today.

He sai d Europe and Asi a had a nutual purpose to build prosperity because
"prosperous people are nore likely to be content and peaceful ".

"To bring harnony and under st andi ng across cultures, religions and
et hni c di vi des, because as sone of the ideol ogical battles of the 20th
century fade, we need in the 21st century to prevent fundamentalismof one
ki nd bei ng repl aced by fundanental i smof anot her."

Blair said the task of providing stability and sense of order in the
world so that peace and prosperity coul d be achi eved was big.

"Yet | aman optimst. The very fact of this neeting is cause for
optimsm" he added and quoted a part of Kims Prison Witings which
touched on the strength of truth and justice over the dom nation of evil

Thai Prine M nister Chuan Leekpai, in his speech, spoke of a new
enmer gi ng Asi a today that has stronger economnm ¢ fundamental s and an "even
stronger conmmitment to engage actively with the world".

"Qur nessage to you today is that we in Asia are here to do busi ness -
wi th Europe and beyond."

He al so warned of the m nus side of globalisation and information
t echnol ogy whi ch has furt her margi nal i sed sone econom es (gl obal i sati on)
and i npeded devel opnent and i ntegrationin sone (Information Technol ogy).

Cl oser econom c | inkages between Asi a and Europe can hel p bot h regi ons
to face common probl ens of the new millennium



I f Asia and Europe succeed, the two continents woul d have created a nore
dynam ¢ and nore, productive partnership that would "be both enduring and
rewarding for all countries and people”.

( END)
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