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Leaders want to ensure that all get chance to air views

ar Abdul | ah; Marina Emranuel ; Zurai m Abdul | ah

UNLI KE ot her i nternational conferences where representatives of devel opi ng
nations are not given nmuch opportunity to express their views, efforts are
bei ng made to ensure that the this does not happen at the d obal 2000-
Langkaw | nternational Dial ogue.

This was the main concern of | eaders at the beginning of the first
di al ogue session on "Smart Partner Strategies - Hubbing and Webbi ng"
noder at ed by Mozanbi can Presi dent Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano yest er day.

The | eaders were deternmi ned to ensure that the di al ogue woul d not be a
zero-sumgane for sone smart partners.

Al t hough many bel i eve that everybody shoul d be equal in a snart
partnership, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad begs to differ, saying that
"it is not necessarily equal but it can al so becone unequal ".

The participants were told by the Prime Mnister that there was wa
possibility that "the clever partner will try to gain everything for
hi nsel f which is a di sadvantage to t he weaker partner".

He told the participants that the di al ogue shoul d not be a di sadvant age

to anyone
"The cl ever partner shoul d not take advantage of the situation, everyone
shoul d benefit ... we don't like to see a zero-sumgane in the dial ogue or

smart partnership,” he said.

Participants were also told that unlike at international fora and
conferences where they cane out di sappoi nted because they were only
allowed to listen to the proceedi ngs, participants at d obal 2000-LID
woul d be given anple time to express their views.

"W normal ly go to international forunms and conferences and end up
frustrated because they become nonol ogues ... we just gothereto listen
and come hone di ssati sfi ed.

"W are not goingtodoit in smart partnership di al ogues and that's why
we break into groups to get feedback and views fromevery partici pant
about every issue in all the sessions,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Mnister believed the smart partners coul d share experiences
and expertise to benefit every nmenber.
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