10/ 05/ 2000

“Learn fromothers' downfall' (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad
sounded anot her "wake-up call" to nenbers today, rem nding themof the
fate awaiting the party if they continue to believe that it is invincible.

He said they nust take a leaf fromthe fall of parties which had fought
for independence |ike the Kuom ntang in Taiwan, the MislimLeague in
Paki st an and Congress Party in India.

"We need to |l earn fromother people's experiences, (the downfall of)
parties simlar to Umo which had fought for their countries
i ndependence.

"W learn (fromtheir weaknesses) so that we will not suffer the sane
fate," he said at a Press conference after briefing del egates to the
party's general assenbly on Thursday.

The Prime M nister was asked to el aborate on his rem nder to nmenbers on
Umo's vul nerability and how vital it was that Umo nenbers understand its
struggles and role in nation-building.

The general assenbly will be preceded by the Youth and Wanita assenblies
tonmorrow where del egates will elect their respective office-bearers. On
Thursday, the highlight will be the elections for the three vice-president
and suprene council posts. On the need to renm nd nmenbers continuously not
to be conplacent, Dr Mahathir said this was necessary as "sone tended to
fall asleep again".

"Some, especially the younger ones, do not understand the party's
phi | osophy and struggles for race, country and religion."

He said the efforts had borne results as they were now nore consci ous of
their responsibilities.

On whet her he woul d make good his prom se to expose at the assenbly
those involved in nmoney politics, Dr Mahathir said he needed solid proof
bef ore doi ng so, sonething which he adm tted was now | acki ng.

"At the monent, | will not nake any allegations if | can't substantiate
them But there are other ways for us to act on this," he said.

On whet her the party had nmanaged to eradi cate the nenace, he said: "Ada
juga sikit tapi payah nak pinpoint (There are cases but difficult to
pi npoi nt them."

To a suggestion that those defeated in the el ections mght be regarded
as being involved in noney politics as he had before this repeatedly told
del egates to reject such | eaders, Dr Mahathir said it would be unfair to
formsuch an opi ni on.

"There are 65 candi dates vying for 25 seats (supreme council). There
will be | osers because of the linmted seats, so we cannot blane them"

On his expectations fromthe party polls, Dr Mahathir said he believed
it would see the el ection of clean, unselfish and service-oriented
| eaders.

"l cannot guarantee but | believe only those who are clean will be
chosen this time around."

Wiile admitting that the party's i mage had taken a beating, Dr Mahathir
said Umo was still relevant, adding that only it could bring progress to
the country.

"There is no guarantee other political parties could achi eve what we
have done so far."

Al luding to steps taken by the Governnment in addressing the 1997
econom c crisis, Dr Mahathir said the country woul d have succunbed to



demands fromthe International Mnetary Fund had Pas been given the power
to decide on the matter.

Dr Mahathir al so said he expected poison-pen letters to surface at the
assenbly as such practice was part of the Malay culture.

"It is not only confined to Umo but all Malays ... a lot of such
letters are also circulated by the Opposition,” he said.

He said the Opposition also had no respect for the Malay culture, even
going to the extent of tearing banners on the assenbly.

The Prime Mnister was al so asked what the party hoped to portray over
the choice of Islamc designs adorning the backdrop of the stage in the
Merdeka Hall of the PWC. Describing it as just a backdrop, he said one
shoul d not be too taken in by image and neglect the nore inportant things
inthereligion like practising its true teachings.

"Wt are not trying to outdo Pas ... if they wear skullcaps and turbans,
we al so nmust copy them and even wear bigger turbans. Al these do not
reflect true Islambut what is nore inportant is holding to values I|ike
br ot herhood and not | abelling another Muslimas an infidel."

Earlier, in his 90-mi nute speech at the cl ose-door briefing, Dr Mahathir
al so touched on the evils of nmoney politics and the heavy responsibility
of Umo and its menbers in devel opi ng the country.

He al so rel aunched the official party organ, Wawasan Merdeka, which had
been given a new | ook. It was previously known as Merdeka.
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