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Learn | essons fromhistory, rakyat told (HL)

Lokman Mansor

IN THE face of gl obalisation and di smantling of national borders,

Mal aysi ans nmust not forget the | essons fromhistory or risk being re-
col onised, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad says.

The country was previously col oni sed because the peopl e were not
di sci pl i ned, and fought anong t hensel ves for power and position.

The weak woul d seek foreign help, thus affecting the nation's defences.

"It | ooks as though we have forgotten the | essons fromhistory.

"The ol d cultures and habits that caused us to be col oni sed for four-
and-a-hal f centuries are still with us, especially anong the Ml ays," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

One of the lessons fromhistory is that proper planning, responsible
| eadership, discipline, specific orders, training and tactics are
i nportant to ensure the success of any struggle, he added.

Anot her, one offered by the experience of the Mal acca Sultanate, is that
traitors and those who collaborate with the enenmies are worse than the
enem es t hensel ves.

In his New Year address, the Prine Mnister said there is a fal se sense
of security anmong Mal aysi ans because t he Governent has devel oped t he
econony and successfully wi thstood forei gn pressures.

"There are those anbng us who say the protection given by the Gover nnent
to the weaker comunities is discrimnationand not inlinewth Islamc
t eachi ngs.

"(For them) the struggle for the nation and peopl e i s unnecessary. Wat
is inmportant is to enjoy whatever pleasures now, evenif it puts an end to
the unity anong us," Dr Mahathir said.

The seeds of disunity have i ndeed been sown anong t he people and is
spr eadi ng.

"Forei gn i deas have been accepted by sone peopl e and are di sseni nat ed.
That t he accusations nade by the forei gners have no basis does not matter.
What is inportant is that the accusations are believabl e and can be used
to their advantage,"” the Prine Mnister added.

These el ements had found that the best tine to | aunch an attack, and
frombehi nd, was when t he Governnment was busy defendi ng the nation from
foreign threats. They would al so not allowthe challenge of the new
m |l enniumto prevent themfromfurthering their struggle for position
through the encouragenent of hatred towards certain people.

"Ml aysi ans can be happy cel ebrating the newcentury and m |l enni um but
we cannot willingly wel cone the gl obalisation that conmes withit. W nust
realise that it is a Wstern creation, and we nust nodify this systemso
that our future can be secure,” Dr Mahathir said.

He rem nded Mal aysi ans that all Western i deol ogi es and systens
eventually fail. Cases in point are feudalism republicanism
di ctat orshi p, comuni smand soci alism

"Li beral denocracy and free capitalismnow practised will al so not |ast
too. G obalismfaces the sanme fate.

"Unfortunately, before a systemor ideology is rejected, many will be
sacrificed," he said.

The Prime M nister said Ml aysi ans nmust plan carefully to ensure that
the country is not sacrified.

"W nust cl ose ranks and put aside di fferences that can separate us, and
face the coning chall enges with ent husiasmand resilience.



"Hopefully, we will be successful again and our bel oved country will
still be free, independent and devel oped, " he sai d.
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