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PARTI Keadil an Nasional is celebratingits first anniversary - a year ful
of drama supported by hatred, anger, uncertainties and, of course,
frustration.

The party, in a nonth-1ong cel ebration, plans to reflect on what has
happened i n the past year and chart its directionto remain relevant in
the nation's political scene

Umo will be celebrating its 54th anniversary on May 11. At the sane
time, it will be holding its general assenbly which, this tinme around,
will settle the | eadershi p succession issue for the party as well as for
the country.

Pas will hold in June its nmuktanmar, an Arabic termwhich in effect neans
the sane as a general assenbly. Apart fromreaffirning its need for
Ket uanan | sl am (| sl am ¢ dom nance), the Pas assenbly i s expected to al so
figure out howto get support fromthe non- Ml ays

Looki ng at the present enmity and the way these political parties are
going at each other, it is difficult to inagine that all three were "once
one".

Today, Pas has shed al nost all senblance or simlarities it may have had
of Umo, its original entity, given the fact that the split happened in
1951.

In the case of Keadilan, sone of its menbers, who were mainly from Umo
still carry the style and approach of their forner al ma nmater

On that score, whichever path these political parties choose to tread,

t he package refl ects how nuch politics has actually divi ded the Ml ays.

I n the beginning, when Ml ay nationalismcane to roost, Umo becane the
uni fying factor of the numerous different Ml ay-based organi sations, which
found a conmon cause in fighting British colonialism

By the tine i ndependence was no | onger a nere dream Pas, or the Pan
Mal ayan I slamic Party (PMP) as it was then known, was forned.

Li ke an estranged cousin, PMP started opposing Umo in al nost
everything it did, fromthe fight for i ndependence to the way it shoul d be
pur sued.

Wthin the Umo househol d, factions formed when its founder Datuk Onn
Jaaf ar proposed that the party be opened to all races which later on | ed
to himleaving Umo to formthe I ndependence for Mal aya Party (I MP).

Tunku Abdul Rahman t ook over Umo's hel mand t he struggl e bet ween hi m
and Onn in pursuing political supremacy was deenmed as a battle of "abang-
adi k" (between brothers).

After IMP's multi-racial concept failed to make nuch of an inmpact in the
political arena, Onn decided to revert back to the original concept of a
raci al - based party and fornmed the Parti Negar a.

This, too, failed to make any headway and both, the party and Onn, went
into the political wilderness.

Since then, disunity anong the Mal ays has prevail ed but sonmehow or
other, Umo has remained the | eading party for the comunity.

But agai nst this scenario of disunity and factionalism Mlay politics
has al so had its share of reconciliations.

Pas, for exanple, had in 1974 agreed to join Barisan Nasi onal to work
together with Umo in the coalition

Sonme of its | eaders, who are still active in Pas, even served under the
t hen Razak Cabi net.



But, alas, the nmarriage did not |last. Pas was asked to | eave the
coalition after a fewyears and since then, it has remained a bitter eneny
of Umo.

And in so far as the present | eaders of Pas are concerned, there are no
sweet nenories fromtheir tenporary nmarriage to BN

Then, in 1987, when Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah deci ded to t ake on Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for the Umo presi dency, a newaddition to the
existing split between the Mal ays, started brew ng.

Semangat 46 was fornmed and the fornmer Umo "brothers in arns” decided to
nove on to work with Pas.

This alliance was powerful in that it managed to west Kel antan from
Umo's control in the 1990 general el ections.

But t he Semangat/ Pas cooperati on was not fated to |l ast, either. In fact,
fromthe begi nning, they were strange bedfell ows given their stark
i deol ogi cal polarity.

By 1996, Senangat returned to Umo's fold in the name of Malay unity.

Sone two years | ater, anot her problemoccurred within Umo foll ow ng the
sacki ng of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

It was indeed shocking, especially when the Dr Mahat hi r- Anwar team had
been seen as an ideal bapak-anak (father and son) conbination.

The anak, in this case Anwar, decided to nount a fight against the
father and so bitter was the battle that many political |ives have been
sacrificed.

The seething hostility is being justified by the son that it was a
battl e agai nst a cruel father.

Bef ore | ong, Keadil an was fornmed and al nost |ike a predictable plot, it
decided to teamup with Pas, Umo's cousin fromthe past.

And a sense of deja vu prevailed in the 1999 general el ections which saw
Ter engganu being wrested fromUmo by Pas.

Are the Mal ays to expect a sinilar script fromKeadil an, say 10 years
fromnow, as what they saw happen wi th Semangat, in which the former ends
up abandoni ng Pas and rej oi ni ng Umo?

O course, such thoughts woul d be di sni ssed as bei ng m schi evous by
Keadi | an | eaders and supporters.

That was how Semangat | eaders used to feel when such thoughts were
spelled out to themin the open.

The party supporters then used to go into a near frenzy whenever reports
poi nted out that Sermangat was not nmaki ng nuch headway in trying to repl ace
umo.

Keadi | an supporters, too, have been showi ng sim | ar tendenci es when it
is pointed out that their struggle did not bear the fruit they had hoped
toreap in the last general elections.

What is inmportant here is that such past experiences should rem nd the
Mal ays not to be overly enptional in their political participation.

Ti me and again, political | eaders have been known to ki ss and nake up
when t he need arose but whenever they did that, the supporters were
usual ly left in the lurch.

Now t hat tal k of Malay unity is enmerging again, surely it should not be
that difficult for political |eaders fromthe different parties to
consi der the possibilities of finding a common ground to work for the
communi ty.

After all, they were originally fromthe sane political famly.

If they can't, then it is obvious that the Mal ays need not be wary of
the eneni es around them

The eneny, if any, is fromwithin.

( END)
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