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THE AFRI CAN continent nakes headlines for its strife, coups, |ack of
progress and poor developnent. It is also associated with corruption,
di ctators, bad governance, |ack of denocracy and cronyism

Then again there are health and social ills that take a toll of human
life, AIDS and nal ari a anong t hem

The continent also has its share of natural disasters. The nassive
fl oods in February in Mzanbi que and a nunber of nei ghbouring states,
devast ed homes and property causi ng i nmeasur abl e hardshi ps and suffering.

But there is nore to Africa than the headlines suggest. The continent is
"an unt anmed paradi se" and a place where the wild beasts can still roam
free. It isrich in mnerals, anong themgold, dianonds and titani um but
sadly it renmains one of the poorest regions in the world.

The trenmendous African econom c potential remai ns untapped. Thus | eaders
of Southern Africa net in Maputo, Mdzanbique, with a viewto unlock the
potential for the collective good of their people and to seek ways to tap
and devel op the vast econom c potential of the "dark continent".

Sout hern African | eaders and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who nmet under specially constructed marquees over three days on
t he shores of the Indian Ocean denponstrated that obstacles can be overcone
inthe spirit of Smart Partnerships.

This is the fourth Southern Africa International Dial ogue (SAID). The
first was held in Kasane, Botswana in 1997, foll owed by Swakopnmand,

Nam bia in 1998 and Victoria Falls, Zinbabwe | ast year.

Even t hough Mbzambi que was dealt a severe blowto life and property by
the worst floods in February, the successful hosting of the SAI D showed
the deternmination of its | eaders to overcone adversity.

Wth the same resol ve and deternination African | eaders can overcone the
obstacles to be self reliant and forge ahead.

SAI D, an of fshoot of the Langkawi International D alogue (LID), has al so
hel ped foster closer econonic rel ati ons anong Sout hern African | eaders and
identify ways of noving forward.

It offers leaders - political, business, |ladies, |abour and nedia - an
opportunity to consider econom ¢ and social issues of inportance to the
regi on and areas and avenues of co-operation. The informal format of the
di al ogue enabl es themto discuss issues and problens as equal s.

Dr Mahathir said with a better understanding of the Smart Partnership it
encour aged greater regional co-operation anong | eaders who are now nore
interested in econonic devel opnent and the wel fare of their people and
| ess focused on politics.

Zi nbabwe' s Presi dent Robert Migabe agreed with Dr Mahat hir when he
reportedly said that SAIDis the only regi onal grouping where he is able
to di scuss economi c issues and not be bogged down by politics.

The Smart Partnership concept has fostered cl oser relations and greater
wi | lingness to co-operate anong African | eaders. There is no alternative
but for the African | eaders to work together and co-operate. Anerica is
doing it and Europe is doing it. Wy not Africa?

Dr Mahathir noted that the African | eaders who now have a better
under st andi ng and appreci ation of Smart Partnership are novi ng beyond
"tal ki ng" and beginning to co-operate in the inplenentation of several
projects in Southern Africa.

Some of the joint projects have achi eved "notabl e successes” while



others are at various stages of inplenentation. These include cross-border
touri smventures, joint devel opnent corridors, strengthening of business
and econom ¢ |inks and consolidation of national smart partnership hubs.

Southern Africa with its safaries, game parks and wildlife has
trenmendous tourismpotential but unfortunately it lacks facilities such as
accommodati on, transportati on and comuni cati ons and attracts only one per
cent of world tourism

The joint and "smart" devel opment of tourismfacilities and joint
pronoti on was the subject of intense discussions by participants of SAID
in Victoria Falls |last year.

Mugabe reported progress on some of the initiatives including the
Ckavango- Upper Zanbezi |nternational TourismProject between Bostwana,
Nam bi a, Zambi a and Zi nbabwe and the Trans Frontier Park Initiative
covering the Gonarezhou Park in Zi nbabwe, Kruger Park in South Africa and
Gaza Park in Mzanbi que

However he al so expressed concern that nost of the initiatives "are
getting stuck in bureaucracy anmong officials of the various countries
concerned". This causes unnecessary del ays and i ncreased cost buil d-up

Problems in inmgration and custons continue to persist and "barriers of
suspi ci on between private sector, nedia and governnent continue" Migabe
sai d addi ng that "business |inkage partnership did not nmake any progress".

In efforts to seek ways to overcone these shortconm ngs and obstacl es
direct face to face neetings or "Smart Partners Business Links" networking
sessi ons were organi sed.

Sone i deas were discussed including a directory of businesses, necessary
information on investnment condition and requirenents and a web site
provi di ng i nvest ment and econom ¢ i nformati on on nmenber countries to
assi st prospective investors.

The Commonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM in London
the joint organi ser of SAID has been given the task to provide the
required i nformati on.

Hot on the heels of the fourth SAID in Maputo | eaders of South Africa
and Mbzanbi que net to consider joint pronotion of tourismand devel opnment
of various infrastructure.

Bot h Presi dent Thabo Moyeki of South Africa and Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano
of Mozanbi que who net on Aug 25 with several of their senior mnisters in
attendence, agreed on the need for closer co-operation in the spirit of
the Smart Partnership.

Many of the areas discussed by Chissano and Moeki were in fact discussed
during SAID in Maputo. The first leg of the two part G obal 2000, focused
on "d obal Trends and Energi ng Econoni es” and took off from where
di scussions left off |ast year and consi dered new and energing i ssues.

I ssues relating to globalisation and liberalisation and how t hey i npact
and affect devel opi ng countries were consi dered. The | eaders exam ned t he
i nplications of the new econony on energi ng econoni es and how Smart
Part nershi p approach can nmake a difference.

African | eaders are keen to learn from Mal aysi a' s experience and the
di al ogues of fered themthe opportunity to hear directly from Mal aysi ans.
In addition to the Prine Mnister and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
busi nessnen, entrepreneures and representatives of the Ml aysi an nmedi a
were on hand to relate the Mal aysi an experi ence and the renedi es and
policies adopted to overcone the recent financial crisis.

Mal aysi a' s experience and policies, which initially were condemed but
now bei ng prai sed and accepted by even the international community, are
seen as being nore relevant to devel oping countries than those of the
devel oped nati ons.

In fact the discussions on globalisation, |iberalisation, Informtion



Technol ogy (I T), energing global trends and the role of the nedia in
fostering better appreciation and understandi ng of devel opi ng countries’
concerns will be continued in Langkawi in Novenber.

The Langkawi | nternational Dialogue (LID) will consider how Smart
Part ner shi ps can hel p devel opi ng countri es enhance coll ective action and
safeguard their interests and counter negative effects of globalisation
and ot her forces.

Dr Mahathir has warned that "the forces of globalisation®™ will affect
everyone including the man in the street as much as the "heads of
governnent and captains of industries”.

The "ideol ogy" and "concept" nerits serious thinking and "we need to
strategi se our responses”. These issues will undoubtedly be exam ned when
the | eaders neet in Langkaw .
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