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Lee: Both sides need to give

Sreer ema Banoo

SENI OR M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew expressed optim smyesterday that the
outstanding bilateral issues between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore will be
resolved in two or three nmonths provided there i s enough "give" on both
si des.

He told a packed news conference in Kuala Lunpur at the end of his four-
day working visit to Malaysia that both countries need to conpronise if
the outstanding i ssues are to be resol ved.

"I believe that if there is enough give on both sides on the key points,
it is possible within two to three nonths to tie up the details," said Lee
who is here on his first working visit to Malaysia in 10 years.

Lee, who di scussed the outstanding bilateral issues with Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad during a two-hour neeting, said he | eaves
Mal aysia "nore optinistic" than when he arrived.

Pul | ed together in one package, the issues are the sale of water to
Si ngapor e, di sagreenent over the Points of Agreenent (PQA), Custons,
| mmigrati on and Quarantine status at Tanjong Pagar, flight paths of
Si ngapore Air Force planes and Si ngapore Central Provident Fund
wi t hdrawal s by Peni nsul ar Mal aysi ans worki ng i n Si ngapore.

These i ssues have been described as "thorns" pricking at the sides of
the ties between the two countries and at times disagreenents over the
resolution of these issues have strained and made ties unconfortable.

Whil e both sides have tried to reach an agreenment on these issues, they
have reached a stal emate and Lee pointed out that the issues cannot be
resol ved unl ess both sides conprom se.

Furthernore, he added, it is to the di sadvantage of both countries that
t hese i ssues are not resol ved.

"We can't nove unl ess both sides give on the key issues,” he said,
addi ng that the resolution of these i ssues have gone beyond the | evel of
civil servants and political decisions need to be nade.

Putting forward the question "Do we anend the POA to acconmpdat e t he
wi shes of Dr Mahathir?", he said he would "reconmend to the Prinme M nister
(Goh Chok Tong) yes, provided there is give on the other side".

"...(such as) a fair deal on other issues |ike our water supply and on
fair terms,"” he said.

He expressed optimsmthat if both countries can "work out the nuts and
bolts, and assuming there is a nmeasure of sonme give, then in tw or three
months the two prine mnisters can neet and put the problens behind us and
nmove on".

"Both sides will gain if we nove on and restore international confidence
inthe ability of the two countries to cooperate at a tinme of great
travail in the region," said Lee.
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