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Leo Mbggi e: Study shows potential use of renewabl e energy

Sreerema Banoo

M NI STER of Energy, Communi cati ons and Mul ti medi a Dat uk Leo Mbggi e sai d

t he Governnent has agreed that renewabl e energy be included in the
country's energy mx which currently conprises oil, coal, gas and hydro.
Havi ng st udi ed and agreed on i ncorporating renewabl e energy as the fifth
fuel in Malaysia's fuel strategy, he said there is nowa need to | ook at
the possibility of connecting the power generated by renewabl e sources to
the national grid.

The CGovernnment has al so estimated that by the end of the Ei ghth Ml aysi a
Pl an in 2005, 5 per cent of the total national electrcity consunption will
be nmet through renewabl e energy resources.

Speaking to reporters after opening the National Stakehol ders' Wrkshop
on G&id-Connected Power Ceneration Using G| Pal mBi omass Wastes i n Kual a
Lunpur yesterday, he said oil palmmlls shoul d consi der extending the
power generated usi ng bi omass wastes into the national grid.

G i d-connect ed power generation using pal moil biomass wastes shoul d be
considered by mlls currently using bi onmass wastes to generate electricity
as these conpanies may find it feasible and profitable, he said.

The use of renewabl e energy has been di scussed to conpl enent current
sour ces which are both depl eti ng and have environnmental inmpact.

At the opening of the Wrld Renewabl e Energy Congress | ast year, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said the Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan will
identify appropriate strategies for the devel opnent and utilisation of
ener gy sources as an i nportant conponent of Malaysia's total energy m x.

In his speech earlier, Leo Myggie said a Mal aysi an Electricity Supply
I ndustry Trust Account study showed that the potential recoverabl e energy
fromthe enpty fruit bunches alone is equivalent to 2 nmllion tonnes of
oi | equival ent.

"This gave the inpetus to the electricity supply industry to beginto
seriously consider this inportant resource,” he said, adding that Tenaga
Nasi onal Bhd has a subsidiary that is dedicated to t he devel opnent of
renewabl e energy resources.

The Governnent, he added, is | ooking at vari ous energy resources and oi
pal m bi omass wastes offers a huge potenti al

A study by the Dani sh Cooperation for Environment and Devel opnent has
estimated that the total fuel value of all the oil pal mbi onass wastes is
worth nore than RVM6 billion a year

In addition, the hectarage of oil palmcultivationis set to increase by
anot her 40 per cent by the year 2020

O her sources of renewabl e energy are photovoltaics (PV), solar, w nd,
ocean thermal, tidal wave, geothernma and hydrogen
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