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Less tal k about non-Malay PMthe better

R Ranma Chandran

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad' s recent statenent at the
MCA general assenbly that a "non-Mal ay too can one day becone the Prine
M nister of Malaysia” is that of a man with vision. Very few non- Ml ays
woul d have expected such a statenment from Dr Mahathir who was once
considered a "Mal ay ultra".

Inreality, "there is only one race, the race of humanity".

But human beings as we are, the vast mgjority of us cannot go beyond the
shell of ethnicity and religion. Even the greatest denocracy in the world
today, the United States, cannot foresee in the near future a bl ack
presi dent.

In Fiji, as little as 10 years ago, there were nore | ndians on the
i sland conpared to the indigenous race and yet they could not have a Prine
M ni ster. But |ast year, Mahendra Chaudry was el ected to office by popul ar
maj ority, including a good portion of indigenous Fijians voting for him
Unfortunately, this did not Iast |ong.

Therefore the I ess we discuss this in the nedia the better it is for the
country as we are not ready yet to cone out of the sheath of race,
religion and | anguage.

It would take nmany decades to cone to such a realisation. It is
therefore prudent for Barisan Nasional |eaders to stop giving any comment
as the Opposition could capitalise on this sensitive issue, which would be
detrimental to the nation
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