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Lesson to be learnt from Roman tines

Baharudin A. Latif
ITis interesting to note that Mazlan Nordin has turned to filmreview ng
("Personal ly Speaki ng", May 26).

I can't conprehend its | essons for politicians, unless the reference is
to the killing of Marcus Aurelius by his "son" Commodus.

The only practical reference | can think of was the reference by our
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sonme years ago to the story
of Julius Caesar who was murdered by his Cabinet in a conspiracy one of
whose ringl eaders was his "adopted" son Brutus.

Hol | ywood filnms, it nust be noted, are full of historical distortions.

G adiator is a thinly disguised remake of 1964's The Fall O The Ronman
Enpire. The main characters, Marcus Aurelius, his daughter Lucilla and
"son" Commodus are the leads in both filnms. Maxinus, the character of
Lucilla's one-time lover in Gadiator, is fictitious.

In Fall, her lover is named Gaius Metallus Livius, also a fictitious
character. Commobdus, assuned to be Marcus Aurelius' "son", is actually
born of anillicit affair between his wife (Lucilla's nother) and the

captain of Marcus Aurelius' personal bodyguards. Commobdus kills his father
when told this.

The | ove affair between Lucilla and her fictitious paranmour is explained
in Fall. Lucilla has been forced by her father to marry the King of
Armenia, a strategy to strengthen the Roman enpire and help it defeat the
bar bari ans.

Aurelius, grateful to Lucilla for the sacrifice, nmust have felt the
| east he could do was keep the | overs together

So he appoints Livius his successor so he can be near Lucilla and not
stationed at the border where the war still rages on

In Fall, after Livius has bested Commpdus in a duel, he is offered the
crown, which he rejects outright. Therefore, it is open season for the
Enperor's job.

The Senators start offering mllions to each other to get it. So, "nobney
politics" existed even in ancient Rone, a virus which finally led to its
fall. The narrator grimy renminds us that "a great civilisation is not
conquered fromw thout, until it has destroyed itself fromw thin."

Perhaps this is the kind of | esson Dato Mazl an was | ooking for?
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