11/ 08/ 2000
Let PMnanme new MB, says conmittee

Ji my Yeow

THE Sel angor Umo Li ai son Conmittee, expressing shock and di snmay over the
resignati on of Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar, is leavingit to
the Prime M nister to appoint a successor.

The committee's deputy chairman Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammuad Tai b said this
after a special neeting at the State Umo headquarters in Shah Al am
yest er day.

The committee al so met with the State Wanita Umo and Youth commi ttees
as well as State Umo el ected representati ves.

He sai d names of several candidates for Menteri Besar woul d be submitted
today to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is Umo president, for
consi derati on.

"We leave it to the Prine Mnister to appoint the new Menteri Besar from
among Sel angor Umo assenbl ynmen and | eaders, " he said after the hour-1long
nmeet i ng.

"The inmportant thing is for us to continue strengthening the party in
Sel angor . "

Muhammad sai d t he Sel angor Umo Li ai son Conmmittee had a neeting with Dr
Mahat hir at Putraj aya yesterday norning at which the Prinme M nister went
t hrough the | atest devel opnents in the State.

Asked about the nanes that were submtted, the former Menteri Besar who
was replaced by Abu Hassan in 1997, said at this point the nunber of
candi dates and t heir nanes woul d not be nmade publi c.

Asked i f the nanes were only fromanong el ected representatives,
Muhanmad sai d, "That you have to ask the Prinme Mnister".

Muhanmad was confident that Dr Mahat hir woul d appoi nt a successor
speedily as the matter of the Sel angor Governnent adm ni stration was of
par amount i nportance.

Asked about the Sel angor el ected representatives' reactionto the Prine
M ni ster's expl anation of the circunstances | eading to the resignation, he
said they accepted the reasons given by the Prine Mnister and t he
deci si on made by Abu Hassan.

Sel angor Umo recorded its thanks and appreciation to Abu Hassan for
di scharging his duties as Menteri Besar and State Umo |iaison conmttee
chai r man.

After the news conference, Miuhammud | ed a state Umo del egation to the
of ficial residence of the Menteri Besar at Bukit Megawati in Shah Alamto
convey deci si ons made at the special neeting of the State Umo |i ai son
committee.

The neeting was chai red by Mihanmmad.

Asked about the reasons for Abu Hassan's resignation, he said it was up
tothe Prime Mnister to state them

"W are not at liberty to say (the reasons)," he said.

A cerenony to sign a Menorandum of Under st andi ng bet ween t he Sel angor
Devel opnent Corporation (PKNS) and Universiti Industri Sel angor (Unisel)
whi ch Abu Hassan was schedul ed to witness yesterday eveni ng had been
cancel | ed.

The Prime Mnister's Ofice in Putrajaya yesterday norni ng announced t he
resignation of the Sel angor Menteri Besar.

Abu Hassan handed in his resignation letter to the Prime M nister
yesterday after hol ding the post of Menteri Besar for three years and two
nmont hs.
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