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Let us now npbve on to serious work

Abdul Razak Bagi nda
| T appears that there will be no contest for the two top Umo positions.
There will be those who woul d | anent over this decision, while others
woul d support such a nove. Whatever the argunent, it seens quite clear
that there is a bigger picture at stake and shoul d take precedence over
party politics.

This has to do with the outcome of the |ast el ections.

There i s now an energi ng consensus that while the el ections produced the
desired results, it did, however, reveal that the Mal ays have awakened and

are willing to vote agai nst the Governnent. Many reasons account for this,
inter alia, the feeling of being neglected as well as generally being
dissatisfied over the ill-treatnment of forner Deputy Prine M nister Datuk

Seri Anwar |brahim who the community at the behest of the | eadership has
hail ed as a good | eader.

This is not that they support the former DPMover the PM but rather it
is a humanitarian issue. Be that as it may, Umo has a greater agenda,
than nmerely about contests at the top positions. Umo has essentially only
four years to regain the trust and confidence of the Malay comunity.

Pas is doing its utnpst to attract the disgruntled Malays and i s doing
fairly well so far. Indications are that Pas is pushing for a much nore
peopl e-centred and noderate policies which are popular. This popularity
could well spread rapidly over the neighbouring States of Kel antan and
Terengganu. There is nmuch that needs to be done by Umnmo. Party squabbling
in Umo is much preferred by Pas.

It seens clear that the Prime Mnister is seriously putting snoothly
into place the process of transition of power. This is definitely the
ultimate sign of a benevol ent | eader.

Many | eaders have refused to retire, resulting in thembeing forced to
do so. Britain's Margaret Thatcher and I ndonesia' s Suharto are recent
exanpl es. By doing so, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will securely secure
a special place in the annals of the country's political history, as a
| eader who thinks of and prepares for the future.

To a large extent, the PMis being magnani nous. The PM has al ready
stated that this will be his last termand what he is essentially
presently doing is not to protect hinself but rather his successor,
ensuring a snooth transfer when the tines cones.

This is nost noble and contains the signs of great |eadership. Hi story
is a catal ogue of |eaders who, having stayed in power for decades, refused
to entertain the idea of a successor. The PMhas certainly risen to the
occasi on yet again.

The path is clear for Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi to consolidate
his position and when the tine cones be el evated to the hel mof Ml aysian
politics. It is also gratifying to see the sense of unity and support
shown by the top Umo | eadership, in particular, the other current
vi ce-president, Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Razak, who cane out in support of
the PM s recommendation and t hat of Abdullah's ascension to the position
of deputy president uncontest ed.

H nself a potential candidate for top position, Najib's stand is nost
commendabl e. Hi s support for Abdullah should vindicate Najib fromthe
earlier false perception that he poses a potential threat. He has al ways
been seen as a teamplayer and loyal to the party. As such he has a
positive role to play and his | eadership qualities should ensure him



hi gher office in the near future.

Abdul | ah i s indeed the best person to succeed the PM Personally, not
only is he an affable person, he is also seen as a gentleman. He is well
i ked and he is someone who could reach out to the people, irrespective of
race or creed. This strong quality is today a sine qua non in Ml aysian
politics.

Most inmportant of all, he is a consensus-buil der and is acceptabl e by
nmost sectors of society. As soneone who could build bridges across rivers
of di ssension and di scontentnent, and over a divided community, Abdullah
is the best nan for the job.

There appears to be an interesting historical trend anpbngst our top
| eaders.

Tunku Abdul Rahman was seen as a | eader who, although he achieved
i ndependence for the country, was quite contented to rule the country as
it was.

Tun Razak Hussein, a hard-working and strong-w |l ed | eader, replaced
him Over a short period of time he brought about nmuch changes to the
econom ¢ and political |andscape of the country. He al so regai ned
stability for the country. He was i ndeed a great refornmer.

Razak's successor, Tun Hussein Onn, brought a period of consolidation to
the country, continuing the good foundation | aid down by Razak.

Dr Mahathir's period saw the phenonenal growh of Ml aysia, with a new
sense of achi evenent, breaking the nental barrier anbngst Ml aysians. It
has been one roller coaster of achi evenents and rapid econom c triunph

Abdul l ah will certainly provide a nuch-needed period of consolidation,
continuing the excellent track record of Dr Mahathir.

The PMis actually overseei ng Abdul | ah, something that is nopst
responsible. As it has been said, the PMs job is no easy job and nost do
not get the chance of being an apprentice first. In the case of Abdull ah
this is exactly what is happening. Despite our difficulties, sonetines
petty squabbling, the time has cone for us to rally behind Abdull ah and
show that what is inmportant is consensus building and unity for there is a
bi gger threat | oom ng

Wth an experienced and dedicated team inmbued with a strong sense of
professionalism he will be the | eader who can breach the gap and | acunae
that exists in the country.

We are today beginning to see the energence of sone senbl ance of an
advanced citizenship, where the people are not only aware of their rights
but are also in a position to demand for them

As | have stated on several occasions, this nust be accepted as a
positive devel opment and the realities of a rapidly devel opi ng country.
The future chall enges are enornous. The credibility gap has to be narrowed
and the Governnment nust appear to be a listening Government. There nust be
much nore bottomup participation and pluralismin the decision naking
process.

Mal aysia is at the threshold of a new era. Before we enter into this, we
need to take stock of where we are and where we are headi ng.

Li ke nost countries that have experienced rapid econom ¢ and soci et al
transformation, Malaysia has its fair share of the downside. There are
mar gi nal i sed groups in this country and sonehow their plight has been
negl ect ed.

We nmust recognise that there are serious problens out there. W nust not
deny this nor fool ourselves. W nust cease to be engaged in a "feel good"
exercise, when the reality is sonmething el se

W are now in the 21st century and the cel ebrations are over. Most
Mal aysi ans woul d want to see a snooth and stable transition. W are
clearly noving towards, and will achieve, this when the tinme cones.



Wth the succession issue out of the way, |let us now get down to serious
wor k.
( END)
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