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Let's hel p i nprove the environment
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AVISITto the Miir Wods National Mnunment, 19kmnorth of the Col den Gate
bridge in San Franci sco, is indeed a treasured experience. The scenery of
the well-preserved redwood forest is picture perfect.

Anong its variety of trees is a coast redwood nore than 400 years ol d,
twice as ol d as i ndependent Americaitself. Inmagine that this single tree
has witnessed the trials and tri bul ati ons of the nost powerful nationin
the world today.

At Miir Wod, it is not unusual to conme across bl acktail deer playing
pol i ce-and-thi ef with one another anbng the nmmj estic trees.

In the creek below, one will not only find anmphi bi ans but crustaceans as
well. It is said that in winter one can see mgratory sal non occasionally
| eapi ng out of the chilly water, perhaps to gasp sone fresh redwood-filled
air.

Needl ess to say, the tour was an eye-openi ng experience too. The Miir
Wods National Mnunment contains one of California Bay Areas' |ast uncut
strands of ol d-growth redwood.

If not for the effort of philanthropists and conservationists, this
forest too woul d have been the victimof the early Californian settlers.

Therefore, today, as the Prine Mnister |aunches the Nationa
Envi ronnment al Week in Shah Alam let's take a few mi nutes to ponder on
what we ordi nary Mal aysi ans can do to i nprove our environnent.

Last weekend at Bukit Jalil, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad hi nsel f
pl anted a Kapur tree to kick off the "New M 1|1 ennium Tree Pl anti ng"
canpai gn held in conjunction with the Wrld Habitat Day.

Wthin a mnute on that beautiful Sunday norni ng, Ml aysians all over
the country planted nore than 100, 000 trees.

Al t hough the planting of trees froma limted nunber of species will not
bring back sone of the richly bio-diversified natural forests that have
been | ost, canpai gns such as this are vital to nake Mal aysi a a garden
nati on by 2005.

In any case, nore greenery neans nore | eaves, and therefore nmore supply
of oxygen. This would give us cleaner lungs. The eyes too are known to
benefit froml ooking at the green | andscape.

And on Wednesday, the Cabi net nade the decision to shel ve new
devel oprent projects in Caneron H ghl ands, considering the extreme
envi ronment al hazards posed by the on-going forest clearing activities.

Devel opnment projects in other hilly areas too shoul d be reviewed. A
choi ce woul d have to be nade of whether to continue with the deforestation
of the highlands or to declare thema national heritage.

Thi s hei ghtened political interest and will indeed give us a much bi gger
hope that the future of our bel oved environnent is not being taken for
granted. Conpl ementarily, there must al so be an equal | y strong social wll
toward maki ng our environment a better place for everyone, not only today
but in the future, too.

The social will could come fromtwo maj or sources - the corporations and
t he consuners

It is generally believed that sone corporations and conpani es are not
bot her ed about environnmental destruction i ssues when there is a quick
ringgit to be nmade.

They remain firmy entrenched inthe industrialisation age nentality,
where the environnent i s expected to take the brunt of the country's quest



for progress.

The exanpl es of the devel oped, highly industrialised worldis there for
themto enul ate. Why worry about the air quality? Isn't the atnosphere
enor nous enough to swal | ow every singl e nol ecul e of toxic funes rel eased
intoit?

Why bot her about the rivers and the oceans? Aren't they | arge enough to
consume all the waste products and whatnots that are di scharged i nto t hem
day in day out?

What's the fuss about cutting down a fewtrees here and there. Isn't the
country bl essed with huge natural forests that woul d take ages to clear
al t oget her?

These are but sonme of the sinplistic argunments of those i ntent on making
the pursuit of profit their |ifelong crusade.

It is pointless totalk tothemabout the finiteness of the world's
capacity to cope with man's greed and hunger

It isdifficult toinpress on themthat an al nost unhi ndered
exploitation of the earthin the |ast two hundred years has depl et ed nuch
of its natural resources

It is inpossible to convince themthat the continued rel ease of waste
and toxic materials into the air, rivers and seas, is causing a rapid
deterioration in the gl obal environnent.

But al as there are conpani es that have | ong awakened fromtheir sl unber

They realise that to keep nmaki ng good profit and be relevant in the 21st
century they have to enbrace a positive environnental nmanagenent strategy.

Thus, rather than adopti ng an expl oitative approach to the environnent,
t hey have established a synbiotic relationshipwithit.

But today's synbiosis would naturally manifest in other forns.

For exanple, in addition to providing the nuch-needed greenery, |arge-
scal e afforestation could hel p prevent nmassi ve flooding in towns and
villages. Inaddition, acontrolled harvesting process woul d provide a
generous inconme for the pul p i ndustry.

Envi ronnent al protection al so of fers new busi ness opportunities.
Devi si ng Mal aysi an-made environmental Iy friendly machi nes or procedures is
vital to the econonmny.

We shoul d not be dictated by i deas and equi pnent provided by foreign
concerns alone. In viewof the inpendi ng busi ness opportunities offered by
the green revol ution, perhaps there is nowa need to make each busi nessman
awar e of not only busi ness managenent but al so envi ronmental managenent.

O herwi se, conpani es and corporations shoul d al so be encouraged to not
only include financial auditing in their annual reports, but al so
envi ronment al audi ting.

The environnental audit reflects howmnmuch their businesses affect the
environment, either directly or indirectly, and what are the neasures
taken to bring the situation back to equilibrium

Yes, thisis atall order but not entirely i npossible to inplenent.

Besi des corporations, consuners too have to start exerting the soci al
will to inmprove the environment. The "G een Consuner" concept shoul d be
enbraced fully.

The traditional thinking is that in under-devel oped or devel oping
countries, consuners have a strong tendency to place val ue for noney
bef ore concern for the environment when purchasing products

But do we have to accept this |line of thought? Granted that you may not
want to give up those extra sen just yet for the sake of the environnent.

But you nmay want to change your habits alittle bit to showthat you
care for the environment.

When was the last tinme you brought your own grocery bag to the
super mar ket ? When was the last tine you instructed your children to put



the rubbish in the bin?

When are | ocal councils going to make us sort out our garbage into
recycl abl es and non-recycl abl es? When are dog-|overs going to start
scoopi ng dog wast es and nmake our housing areas | ook | ess filthy?
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