12/ 05/ 2000
Let's go back to our ideals (H)

Nur ai na Samad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today called on Umo
menbers to return to the ideals upon which the party was founded 54 years
ago, adding that this was vital for its strength and survival

Addressing the 54th general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre,
the party president said Umo nade no prom ses nor was it the objective of
its struggle to make anybody powerful or wealthy.

Since today is Umo's 54th birthday, Dr Mahathir's plea is even nore
appropriate. This was not | ost on del egates, nembers and observers at the
packed Dewan Merdeka

"I f anyone becones a | eader, or becones rich, this is only because it is
i mpossi bl e to advance the Mal ays wi thout a powerful |eader or Mal ay
i ndi vi dual s who are successful and rich.

"Islam accepts the fact that there will be people who are poor and those
who are rich, those who are given power and whose who are not," Dr
Mahathir said in his presidential address when opening the 54th Umo
general assenbly at Dewan Merdeka of the Putra World Trade Centre here

The Prinme M nister, touching on greed and corruption, said Umo could
not possibly nmake all Ml ays into powerful |eaders or rich people but it
coul d reduce poverty, reduce the gap between the rich and the poor.

"W can increase the nunber of the mddle class so that the gap between
the rich and the poor is not extrene. W can increase the per capita
i ncone and other indicators that can prove that our race has advanced,
that we are able to stand as equals with other devel oped races in the
wor | d.

"W cannot make all the people equal in ternms of position, power or
weal th. There will be among us who will be relatively poor and unable to
gain the positions they desire. There will be | eaders and foll owers.

"If we cannot becone the Prinme Mnister, even though we are qualified,
we have to accept the fact that there is only one such position
Therefore, qualified or not, if a person has been chosen, then there is no
pl ace for others,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said even if the post was rotated, there would be those who
were interested and yet unable to attain it.

"If we are interested to the extent that we are willing to use noney, to
ruin the party, the race, religion and nation, what we will gain
subsequently is dust fromthe destruction of our race and nation. Is
becom ng the | eader of a disgraced society the objective of our struggle?"

The party president, who is returned unopposed in the party el ection,
said he had to speak agai nst greed and corruption knowing only too well
that it would "incur the wath of some del egates and candi dat es t owards
ne".

"But it is better that |I incur the wath of the del egates here rather
t han cause the people to hate Umo and consequently to reject it.
Corruption and greed nust be exposed and eradicated."

Dr Mahathir said corruption and greed could destroy the nation and al
pl ans to devel op the Mal ays and ot her bum puteras would fail if these
becane part of Umo's culture.

In direct reference to the party elections, he urged the del egates to
reject the corrupt and greedy because "everything will be ruined if
corrupt individuals becone the Prime Mnister or menbers of the Cabinet".

Maki ng his assessnment of Umo nenbers, Dr Mahathir said they had



forgotten the Malay national spirit with many participating in Umo
because of the perceived prom se of posts, positions and certain benefits.

"There are some who wish to gain wealth the easy way. As a result, they
al ways struggle violently to becone | eaders in Umo at all levels, from
divisional chief to party president.”

Dr Mahathir said these menbers were driven by greed and self-interest,
discarding the interest of the party, race or country.

He rem nded del egates that in the contest for suprene council seats,
they shoul d be di splaying acts of noderation and humanity to restore
support for the party.

Wthout mncing his words on noney politics, he said not all candi dates
used noney to obtain votes. But then there were del egates to the assenbly
who solicited support for a price.

These people "are just as bad as those who give out noney to gain
support".

"Don't they realise that the noney they get is haram no | ess haramthan
t he proceeds of selling illegal goods?"

| ssuing anot her remi nder, Dr Mahat hir said del egates who chose soneone
who bribed themw th noney were "actually traitors to the people, religion
and nation".

"The corrupt | eaders that you choose will definitely fail the cause of
our struggle for the people, religion and nation. It is our children and
grandchil dren who will suffer. Qur people, religion and nation will be
destroyed. "

"Therefore, | appeal to all delegates here to reject all candi dates who
use bribery to gain support for whatever posts, or use other nmeans which
coul d bl acken the i mage of the party and race during canpai gni ng.

"I also want to rem nd del egat es and candi dates that nenbership in the
Supreme Council does not guarantee a place in the Governnent, even if they
are already in the Governnent."

Dr Mahathir al so said nany had becone Umo nenbers without understanding
the ains and history of the party's struggl es.

"Menber shi p does not nean reaping direct personal benefits from Umo.
Menber shi p means we believe Umo's struggles will bring success and
progress to the race, religion and nation. These ideals will surely be
personally rewarding even if it neans just restoring our honour."

Dr Mahat hir said Umo shoul d | eave behind a | egacy of a race that was
strong, progressive and respected for the younger children just as Umo
pi oneers had | eft behind a nation that was i ndependent.
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