21 NOV 2000
LI D- LEADERS
LI D 2000 MAKES A DEEP | MPACT ON | NFO SHARI NG

LANGKAW , Nov 21 (Bernanmm) -- The Langkawi International Dial ogue (LID)
2000 has made a deep inpact on efforts towards sharing information and
compari ng performances between governnments in the smart partnership
novenent .

Bot swana President Festus G Mbgae said that during the two-day
di al ogue, the | eaders gai ned know edge from each other concerning a
country's econony, social and cultural areas.

As for Botswana, he said that the country had | earned a great deal from
Mal aysi a.

"For instance, we want to enul ate Mal aysia's experience in the
operation and managenent of its information superhighway," he told a press
conference at the end of the | eaders' dial ogue of LID 2000 here.

Mal aysia i s enbarking on the anbitious Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC
initiative, the 50 kmtinmes 15 kmarea linking KL City Centre, the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport (KLIA) and Putrajaya.

Mogae al so said that the eight participating heads of governnent in the
smart partnership dial ogue had | earned how to have a common stand in
addr essi ng gl obal i sati on issues.

"We do not have to give up (in addressing and goi ng through the process
of globalisation), because we have within ourselves certain capabilities,"”
he sai d.

Lesotho prime minister Pakalitha Bethuel Msisili said LID 2000 was an
effective followthrough forumfromthe previ ous Southern Africa
I nternational Dial ogue (SAID) in August.

"It is a viable and pragmatic forum where partners governnents cross-
capitalised i deas and di scuss subjects of national progress for a review"
he sai d.

He al so said that | eaders had expressed satisfaction on the set up of
national hubs in respective countri es.

The smart partnership concept and practise, nmeanwhile, had worked out
well in various countries, Msisili said.

"Remar ks by Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in
respect of prosper-thy-nei ghbour and win-win situation, are w dely accepted
by the respective governnents," he added.

Mosi sili noted that people in the respected countries in the smart
partnership noverent had taken a significant step to respect the w sdom of
smart partnership.

They are starting to gain fromsuch a concept, he added.

Jacob G Zumm, vice president of South Africa, said that LID 2000 is a
uni que forum informal and with no specific constraint.

"Here (in LID 2000) people are able to speak openly which leads to a
qui cker and better understanding," he said.

Zuma al so praised the initiative taken by the nedia to establish the
Sout hern News Networ k which will enabl e exchange of information and news
for the respective countries in the smart partnership novenent.

Di scussi ons and di al ogues had al so been fruitful and this indicated
that the "smart partnership hopes and ainms" would turn into reality.

Vi ce president of Uganda, Speci osa Mandira Kazi bwe, said that what nade
LI D 2000 uni que was the denpnstration of technol ogy.

"This has nade us (countries in the smart partnershi p novenent)
realised that we are living in another era and we nust join hands with the



new generation to nove our econony forward," she said.

Agai nst this background, she noted the energing inportance of
i ncorporating young peopl e into the dial ogue.

"So that together with youth, the news (through the proposed Southern
News Network) we are going to share with you and (al so) to nmake it known to
the young generation which willl one day constitute the magjority of the
peopl e in the devel opi ng nations,"” Kazi bwe sai d.

She said that the future is with the young generation. They are the
ones who woul d cone on board to take up the new technol ogi es and pl an for
their own future.

"This dialogue will be nore exciting next time in Kanpala (the capital
of Uganda) if nore youths are to join," the vice president said. -- BERNAVA
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