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LI D 2000 COMES TO SUCCESSFUL CLOSE

By: Yong Soo Heong

LANGKAW , Nov 22 (Bernama) -- The four-day Langkaw | nternational
Di al ogue 2000 (LID 2000), the second part of the G obal 2000 Smart
Part nershi p Di al ogues, cane to a successful close today with alnost, if not
all, of the proposals or visions being noved forward.

LI D 2000 was about maki ng vi sions happen and this was adequately
addressed, judging fromthe responses fromthe del egates, right down from
t he hi gh-powered to the acadeni a, busi nessnen or resource persons.

Besi des havi ng tackl ed what ought to be done in terns of sone of the
negati ve aspects of the globalisation process, the dial ogue pressed hone
the point for nore smart action along several fronts -- wealth generation
and econom ¢ grow h, health, poverty eradication, business |inkages and the
nmedi a.

Di scussi ons under social issues saw repeated calls for dealing with
killer diseases |like malaria.

Under the growi ng support for "speaking with one voice" espoused by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at the opening of the
di al ogue | ast Sunday, the participants spoke of the need for DDT to be
re-introduced and for exploring the potential of traditional nedicine.

This was of utnost inportance in view of |arge nunbers of children
bei ng killed each year fromdi seases that coul d be prevented.

The di al ogue noted that there was sonme | oss of interest fromlarge
busi neses and there was a need to identify smart partners for business to
ensure continuity for future smart partnershi p gatherings.

The di al ogue al so supported the view that a direct and alternative news
channel be set up to provide accurate, bal anced and objective reports of
| ocal events and devel opnents froma | ocal perspective and not a biased
external view

This was in view of the fact that the nedia could be a source of
i nformati on and mi si nformati on.

The di al ogue reaffirnmed the need for establishment and consolidation of
hubs or networks to coordinate the various actions under the smart
partnership principle.

Under the auspices of the "wi n-win" concept, such hubs will nurture a
cross-pollination of ideas and initiatives to ensure that they result in a
better quality of life for the people in emerging econom es. -- BERNAMA
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