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By: Yong Soo Heong

LANGKAW, Nov 21 (Bernanmm) -- Del egates who ended their main body of
di scussions at the Langkawi |nternational D al ogue 2000 (LI D 2000) here
today can take pride that they have agreed on several key issues under the
smart partnershi p novenent.

Chi ef anobng these was how t he m nd-boggling i ssue of gl obalisation and
its effects on people in energing econom es shoul d be tackl ed.

Under the spirit of "Malaysia Bol eh", several Ml aysi an speakers have
offered a way out -- energing economes should try to check the pace of
gl obalisation so that it would commensurate with a nation's capacity.

This was well articul ated by Bank Negara Ml aysi a Governor Datuk Dr
Zeti Akhtar Aziz who said econom es needed to have nechanisns in place to
create awar eness and understandi ng on the nature of the changes that
gl obal i sation could bring.

As such, they need to increase their |evel of preparedness. This neans
adopting the right strategi es and enhanci ng capabilities and capacities in
terns of institutional devel opnent and establishing appropriate | egal and
regul atory franeworks

To be in a better position to do so, it has been stressed that
education is the key in mastering the techniques and technol ogi es that are
synmbiotic with the gl obalisation process.

Education can al so bring about better enpowernent for children and
young people -- their future dynam ¢ human resource and | eaders.

Education too hel ps in creating awareness of potential diseases and how
to avoid themso that they can grow up to becone abl e-bodi ed people to
contribute to their nations' econonic well-being.

An interesting observation was the increasing agreement that energing
econom es needed to speak with one strong voice at international fora, a
testinony of the growi ng support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s suggestion to ensure that they are not shoved about by oppressive
mar ket forces.

To be able to do this, it has been suggested that there should be
great er di al ogue and networki ng anong the | eaders of the smart partnership
novenent .

Just |like the drumthat Dr Mahathir used at the LID dial ogue to drum up
attention to the inequality that econom es faced, del egates at LID can take
pride that they have somewhat found the key towards smarter rewards by
speaki ng i n unison.

That voice can only grow | ouder by the day as nore energi ng econom es
cone on board the smart partnership way. -- BERNAMVA
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