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LI D 2000: SMART PARTNERSHI P WAY TO ADDRESS GLOBALI SATI ON CHALLENGE

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain & Mohd Ri zal Razal |

LANGKAW, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- The use of smart partnership to manage
chal | enges fromgl obalisation will beconme the focus of the Langkaw
I nternational Dialogue (LID 2000) beginning here Sunday, Tan Sri Dr Onar
Abdul Rahman, joint convenor of the dial ogue, said today.

He said the concept, which cane about in Langkawi five years ago, can
be used as an approach to address gl obalisation issues, especially anong
devel opi ng countri es.

"I'n gl obalisation, a devel oping country on its own cannot really say
much or get attention fromthe international comunity. But if we work
together as a group to address sone of these issues, there is a possibility
that we may get the attention and even develop initiatives which wll
benefit us all," Dr Orar, who is also the Science Advisor to the Prine
M nister, said at Berjaya Langkawi Beach and Spa Resort, again the venue of
this year's smart partnership dial ogue.

More than 350 participants will attend the four-day LI D 2000. They
i ncl ude heads of state, corporate | eaders and nmedia representatives from
various countries, including Southern Afri ca.

Dr Orar said this year's dial ogue here would revi ew t he devel opnent of
smart partnership which had al so encouraged the hosting of simlar
di al ogues in Sout hern Afri ca.

"Much can be | earnt over the last five years and after 10 di al ogues
whi ch had been held in Langkawi, Southern Africa and the Carribean," he
sai d.

Dr Orar is also the Joint Chairman of the Ml aysi an | ndustry- Gover nment
Group for Hi gh Technology (M GHT) as well as Chairnman of the Commonweal th
Part nership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM, the two co-organi sers of LID
2000.

Dr Orar said the concept of smart partnership had been successfully
used at local and international levels as well in the context of the
govenrment-to-private sector, government-to-governnent, private sector-to-
private sector, governnent-to-trade unions and governnent with media and
the |ike.

"At this year's LID, we hope to cone out with something nore positive
as our followup action. | hope we can announce various initiatives on
various aspects of smart partnership,” he said.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who propagated
enhancenent of the smart partnership concept five years, will deliver a
keynote address at the opening of LID 2000 on Sunday.

Meanwhi | e M GHT general nanager Mohd Yusoff Sul ai man said preparations
for LID 2000 were well under way and about 90 percent conplete.

He sai d about 2,000 support staff were expected to be involved in this
year's LID. They include the police, nmedia, the Protocol Division of the
Prime Mnister's Departnent and the Langkawi Hospital .

"I'n terms of media response, | understand that BERNAMA, the host news
agency, has to date received applications from200 | ocal and foreign nedia
to cover the event," he said.

Mohd Yusoff also said this year's dial ogue night see participation from
nore Asean countries.

"Last year we had Thailand and this year we m ght see participants from
| ndonesi a and Si ngapore," he said. -- BERNAVA
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