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LANGKAW, Nov 17 (Bernanmm) -- The special Social |ssues Goup (SIG
session at the Langkawi International Dial ogue 2000 (LID 2000) here will
gi ve focus on the corporate sector's responsibility in handling major
soci al probl ens.

A joint executive group nmember of the LID 2000, Professor Dr Zul ai ha
Ismail, said today that the session will try to prove that it nakes
busi ness sense for corporations to respond effectively to najor soci al
pr obl ens.

"You will hear fromDatin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, being the host
and co-convenor of the session, that it nmakes busi ness sense for
corporations to be well aware of and respond effectively in handling ngjor
soci al problens," she said.

"W hope we can end the SI G session with sone action plans through the
national hub in making corporate social responsibility a reality," Dr
Zul aiha told Bernama in an interview at the sidelines of the LI D 2000.

She is confident that the SI G session could attract quite a
hi gh- powered group, especially fromthe corporate sector.

Dr Zul aiha said that this tine, the SIG session would be in two parts.

On Sunday, there will be lunch for the first |adies of heads of
state/ governnents, foll owed by a session on "social corporate
responsibility and smart partnership" -- Part 1

This session will see the First Lady of Zi nbabwe, Grace Migabe
presenting a talk on the progress of the previous session at the Southern
African International D alogue (SAID) in Maputo, Mzanbi que in August which
had del ved on issues regarding children of missing generation, whose
parents di ed of Acquired I mune Deficiency Syndrone (Al DS)

Sone five million people, especially in Africa died every year of three
maj or di seases -- AIDS, mal aria and tubercul osis.

On Monday, the SIG session would focus on how corporations can go into
smart partnerships with the nedia and | abour | eaders in dealing with social
probl ens and kil ler diseases.

She said that the session will try to conme out with neasures on how
best corporate citizens can nobilise strength with the nmedia and | abour
groups through smart partnerships in handling killer diseases.

On Tuesday, Mal aysian Al DS Council president Datuk Paduka Marina
Mahathir will present a talk on the experiences of Mal aysian corporates in
dealing with such di seases, she added. -- BERNAMA
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