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LI D HELPS AFRI CAN WOVEN TO BE BUSI NESS- | NCLI NED

By: Arul Rajoo

LANGKAW, Nov 19 (Bernanmm) -- African women are now nore inclined
towards entering busi ness and brave enough to venture outside their "male
dom nated society,” a Zi nbabwean del egate at the Langkaw Internationa
Di al ogue (LI D) 2000 said today.

This, said Dr Ruth Labedo, was made possi bl e through their
participation in the LID since its inception in 1995 where nore
opportunities for wonen were created through the Smart Partnership concept.

"The di al ogue has done wel|l...we have conme out. W are beginning to
| earn fromothers through this partnership,"” said Labedo, Zi nbabwe's first
provinci al nmedical director.

Labedo said there were a ot of things that can be |l earnt from
Mal aysi a, anong them entrepreneurship, trade, how small and medi um scal e
entrepreneurship are supported and howto survive in difficult tines.

In fact, she said a group of busi nesswonen had travelled to this
country on their own to | ook for business opportunities while arrangenents
were bei ng made by J. Mutasa, President of the |Indigenous Busi ness Wnen
Organi sation, to send wonen for entrepreneurship training here.

She said Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, the wife of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, had agreed to organi se the visit expected
to take place in February.

Asked on the involvenment of African wonen in business, Labedo said they

still lagged behind as their culture never really opened up for wonen to be
i nvol ved.

"Culturally, we are not expected to cone out and expose
ourselves...it's mal e dom nance in everything. | was the first wonen
provincial director 20 years after independence and | amstill the first,"
she added.

Labedo said such di al ogues had enabl ed African countries to see for
t hensel ves the progress nmade in this part of the world and created business
links vital for the devel opnent of the continent.

She said that nmechanisns to eradi cate poverty were inportant.

Programes that coul d devel op entrepreneurshi p among wonmen shoul d be
identified, she added.

Labedo said nore African nations should be invited to participate in
LI D so that nore people, especially wonen, would be able to benefit from
it.

During the Special Session of Social |Issues Goup attended by First
Ladi es today, Labedo said they also pressed for the need to continue using
DDT, an anti nalaria chenmical, in their countries.

She said there was a camnpai gn by sone non-governental organisations in
Africa to ban DDT

"NGOs are using environnental issues to ban DDT. W respect their views
but we respect nore people and children's life. The First Ladi es gave their
support and one of themw ||l speak at a conference in Cape Town on the
matter," she added. -- BERNAVA

AR SHY FR



	LID HELPS AFRICAN WOMEN TO BE BUSINESS-INCLINED (Bernama 19/11/2000)

