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By: Arul Rajoo

LANGKAW , Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- The Smart Partnershi p concept
incorporated in the Langkawi International Dialoge (LI D) has not only
boosted rel ati ons between governnments and private sector but has al so
spurred other countries to enmul ate Mal aysia's Vision 2020.

Through the LID, which enters its fifth edition this year and its
"sister"” dialogue nanely the Southern African International D al ogue
(SAI D), Malaysia's Vision 2020 has becone a nodel for other countries,
especially some African nations who are nenbers of the two di al ogues.

The vision, a brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, was | aunched in February, 1991 with the ultinmate ai mof making
Mal aysia a fully devel oped nation by the year 2020.

The Commonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM), inits
report rel eased on the eve of LID 2000 here, said that Muriti us,

Mozanbi que, Chana, Botswana, Swaziland and Mal awi have charted their own
| ong termvisions.

Mauritius, Mzanbi que, Ghana and Mal awi have Vi sion 2020 whil e Bot swana
and Swazi |l and have created Vision 2016 and 2022, respectively, all nade
possi bl e through the Smart Partnershi p concept.

The London-based CPTM and Mal aysi an | ndustry- Government Group for High
Technol ogy (M GHT) are the joint organi ser of LID 2000.

Mauritius' long termvision was conceived in the context of preparing
the country to cope better with challenges likely to arise from
gl obalisation and |liberalisation of international trade in the wake of the
General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT)/ Uruguay round of
negoti ati ons.

In 1993, a contract was signed with CPTM s predecessor, the
Conmonweal th Consul tative Group on Technol ogy Managenment, to extend
techni cal assistance to help Mauritius in the devel opnment of a vision and
provi de overal | supervision

Bot swana's Smart Partnership Hub was established following the SAID in
1997 and its activities are to be associ ated through inplenmentation of
Vi si on 2016.

CGhana has no Smart Partnership Hub but has devel oped a vision which
mai n objective is to transformthe nation into a niddle-inconme country by
2020. The vi sion recogni ses the pivotal role that the private sector would
play in the realisation of that ojective.

CPTM said that Malawi has in place a Vision 2020 which was formnul ated
after extensive consultation with all stakeholders in the country and the
process was nodel |l ed on the Ml aysi an experi ences.

Swazi |l and | aunched its national devel opment strategy, Vision 2022 | ast
year follow ng the participation of the country's King and Prine M nister
in all smart partnership dial ogues since 1997. -- BERNAMA
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