18 NOV 2000
LI D- Preparati ons
LI D: RESORT | SLAND ALL GEARED UP FOR SMART PARTNERSHI P DI ALOGUE

LANGKAW , Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- Organisers today nmade final preparations
for the 5th Langkawi International Dial ogue 2000 (LI D 2000) as nore foreign
| eaders arrived for the four-day gathering which begins tonorrow.

The Berjaya Langkawi Beach and Spa Resort, the main venue for the
di al ogue, was a hive of activity with sone final briefings being held and
nmore journalists registering to cover the event.

LI D 2000 wi Il be opened tonorrow evening at the Mahsuri |nternational
Exhi bition Centre (MEC) by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Prior to the opening, Dr Mahathir will be the convener for two sessions
-- the CPTM Fel | ows Langkawi Session and a special session on "Making
Progress & Sharing Practical Experiences."

More than 300 people, including heads of state and governnent, top
government officials, captains of industry and key medi a personnel from
nmore than 20 countries will participate in LID 2000, the second | eg of the
d obal 2000 Smart Partnership D al ogue.

Today, the joint organisers, M GHT (Ml aysi an | ndustry-CGover nnment G oup
for H gh Technol ogy) and CPTM ( Conmonweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy
Managerent), held their first briefing for the nmedia on the dial ogue.

The briefing was given by a panel which included M GHT joint chairman
Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul Rahnman, who is Sci ence Advisor to the Prine Mnister;
CPTM Fel | ow Lord David Craig; Ml awi's Anbassador to Tai wan Euni ce Kazi nbe;
Ugandan Foreign Affairs Mnistry Director Dr Janes Baba; and forner
presi dent of Botswana Sir Ketumle Masire.

O her panellists were University of Houston econonist Dr Thonmas De
Gregori; chief executive of MCGHT Dr Ahrmad Tasir Lope Pihie and Lekona
Mot hi bat sel a, representative of the office of the President of Botswana.

At the briefing, Dr De Gregori said governnents around the world
recogni sed the smart partnershi p concept and were paying greater attention
to its practice anobng devel oping nations as a way to prosperity.

He said smart partnership could al so speed up the devel opment process
of gl obalisation.

Thi s evening CPTM Fel | ows attended an infornmal get-together, while Dr
Omar, who is also the Joint Convener of LID 2000, gave final briefings for
the Smart Partners.

Anmong the foreign | eaders who arrived today were Lesotho Prime M nister
Dr Pakalitha Mpsisili, Swaziland Prinme Mnister Dr B.S. Dl am ni and Deputy
President of South Africa Jacob Zuma. -- BERNAMA
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