28 JAN 2000

LI ES ON | NTERNET ARE VI Cl QUS, SAYS KHALI L

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- Information Mnister Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob today described as "vicious" lies posted on the Internet about the
country's leaders including that Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had fallen
of f a horse while holidaying in Argentina.

"They (lies) have a bad effect on the country,” he said at an agreenent
si gni ng cerenmony between U usan Melayu (M Bhd and Asia Online Internet
Servi ces Sdn Bhd.

Khalil said that while such |ies spreaded quickly, it took time to put
the record straight.

The m ni ster hoped that Dr Mahathir's interviewwith RTMin London
yest erday woul d stop specul ati ons about his health.

"The prime minister is in a very healthy condition,” he said.

Meanwhi |l e, Khalil said the nunmber of Internet users in Ml aysia was
expected to rise to 1.89 million this year from1.27 mllion |ast year

From next year, the nunber was expected to rise by a mllion every year
to reach four mllion by 2004, he added.
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