02/ 04/ 2000
"Lift sanctions on Iraq

Pat vi nder Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Economi c sanctions on Iraq should be lifted on
humani tari an grounds due to the serious adverse effects on its people,
Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali said today.

The Prime Mnister's wife, who Il ed a 11-nmenber goodwi || del egation to
Iragq, said the group saw the sufferings of men, wonen and chil dren whose
very basic survival was threatened due to insufficient food and
heal t hcare, unsafe water, poor sanitation and i nadequate infrastructure
facilities.

Dr Siti Hasnmah said children were dying fromdiarrhoeal diseases and
respiratory infections, with one in five suffering frommalnutrition and
cont agi ous di seases.

Dr Siti Hasmah was speaking to reporters after arriving at the Sultan
Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang. Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was at
the airport.

Menbers of her del egation for the five-day visit, which began on March
25, were from non-governnental organi sations and indivi dual soci al
activists.

The purpose of the trip was to see first-hand the situation caused by
t he sancti ons.

The NGOs include the National Council of Wnen's Organisations,
Conmmuni ty Support Network Association and International Planned Parent hood
Federation (East, South-East Asia and Oceani a Region).

"Previously, we only read reports and heard about the situation from
ot her sources, but now we have seen for ourselves and can tell others what
we experienced. W net people fromall wal ks of [ife and spoke to them
i ndi vidually.

"A significant nunber of children are dropping out of school which was
somet hi ng very uncomon before. Those in school face difficulty paying
fees," said Dr Siti Hasmah, who is al so chairman of Bakti, the welfare
body of wives of Mnisters and Deputy M nisters.

She said the del egation visited hospitals, schools, orphanages, old
fol ks' honmes and the Al -Amriah bonb shelter besides neeting with wonen's
organi sations, Iraq Red Crescent Society, UN agencies, famly pl anni ng
associ ati ons and Education Mnistry officials.

Dr Siti Hasrmah said one-third of Iraqi children suffered fromchronic
vi tam n deficiency, 70 per cent of pregnant wonen experienced anaem a and
pregnancy-rel at ed deat hs had i ncreased six tines.

"Doctors continue to use procedures and net hods consi dered obsol ete as
wel | as di spense ol d nedicine," she said, adding that babies in hospitals
sonetimes were put four to a bed, and shared i ncubators and oxygen supply.

Di seases like malaria, tuberculosis and polio that had either been
eradi cated or controlled are seeing a resurgence

Dr Siti Hasmah said people sonetinmes had to sell property and jewellery
to survive.

"Through all the suffering, the lraqgis still provide good attention to
their elderly and children," she said.
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