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Li ng: BN ensures strong econony

KULIM Mon. - The people, especially the Chinese, should realise it was
t he Government and not Opposition parties, which steered the country out
of the recent economi c downturn.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the Qpposition failed to
come up wi th any constructive suggestions during the "dark ti nes"” and were
instead only able to criticise and condemn everythi ng the Gover nnent di d.

The peopl e shoul d therefore ignore the Opposition and realise it was of
no use to vote for themas they were only good at criticising.

Dr Ling saidthis to reporters after attendi ng a di nner with the Chi nese
comunity at the Chiao M n School hall here | ast night.

Al so present was Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and MC
presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

Dr Ling said MCA woul d work hard to ensure BN continued to enjoy the
support of the Chinese, adding that the party and the coalition had
br ought much progress for the Chinese.

He cited as an exanpl e the establishment of the Tunku Abdul Rahman
Col | ege whi ch only had 5, 000 students five years ago but had now expanded
with branches in Johor, Perak Pahang and Penang.

The total student enrol nent at the coll ege now stood at about 23, 000.

In the Lunas by-election, BN s S. Anthonysany faces Keadil an's Sai fuddin
Nasution I smai | and | ndependent candi date N. Let chumanan.

On criticismthat he was absent in Lunas for the past four days, Dr Ling
said while it was true he was not present, there were other top MCA
| eaders del egated to hel p the BN machi nery.

He said the Opposition would try to nake an i ssue of everything and t hat
t he peopl e shoul d just ignore them

Yest erday, Saifuddin said he received feedback that Umo and the M C had
al I egedl y conpl ai ned that the MCA and Gerakan were not working
aggressi vely enough to canpai gn for the BN

He said the MCA and Gerakan top guns gal vani sed their machi nery after
the Umo and M C | eadershi p nade their views known to their fellow
conponent party nenbers.

I n Kual a Lunpur, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the
Chi nese communi ty shoul d support the Bari san Nasi onal as they were nowin
a confortabl e position economcally due toits policies.

The Governnent saved many busi nessnen frombecom ng bankrupt during the
econom ¢ crisis.

Speaking at his mnistry after receiving the Chi nese Def ence M ni ster
General Chi Haotian, he said the Governnment took care of the two nost
inmportant matters for the community - econom c prosperity and educati on.

Naji b said the education systemfor Chinese primary school s had not been
changed and t he teachi ng of Mandari n was guar ant eed.

"The school admi nistration board will al so remai n unchanged.

"l hope everyone will think rationally and the community shoul d
understand their future is guaranteed under the adninistration of the BN. "

A local Ml ay daily reported today that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad was di sappoi nted wi th t he Dong Ji ao Zhong Chi nese
education novenent that was said to be supporting the Qppositioninthe
by- el ecti on.

The nmovenent opposes the Vision School s concept saying it fears the
identity of Chinese schools nmight be eroded and Bahasa Mal aysi a woul d



eventual | y beconme the nedi umof instruction in these schools.

In Sungai Siput, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k said the
voters in Lunas shoul d eval uate t he Opposition's struggle which was to
di vi de Mal aysi ans using raci al and religi ous sentinents.

He said they should not allowthensel ves to be influenced by these
tactics which could be detrinental to the country's progress.

The Opposition had divided the Mal ays before and nowwas trying to split
the Chinese and Indian conmmunities, he said.

"What will happen to Mal aysians after this? Do we want to see this
raci al divisioninour country?" he told a Press conference after visiting
residents at the Kanpung Li ntang Gerakan branch here.

Dr Lim whois Primary Industries Mnister said the tactics used by the
Opposition could affect rel ati ons anong t he et hni ¢ groups.

"The Qpposition is only concerned about their political agenda w t hout
consi deri ng the consequences. The religious and raci al sentinments used by
themcan only confuse the people."

In Kulim Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n t oday advi sed
voters in Lunas not to make a decision that they would | ater regret.

"Let common sense prevail ...do not nake decisions that we will regret
|ater on."

He said this after visiting several polling stations in the
constituency.

H shamruddi n sai d that the voters had been m sl ed and confused by the
Opposi ti on, who had gone out of their way to wi n votes by harping on
racial and religious issues.

"It is inmportant for the voters to decide for the betternent of the
children and the future."”

On DAP's chairman LimKit Siang's visit to the constituency to helpin
t he Keadi | an canpai gn, Hi shanmuddi n sai d BN was not i nterested in such
sandi wara (dranma).

The BN was serious in everything it did, he said.
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