24/ 05/ 2000
Li ng has done a good job for shipping sector, say officials

Ji my Yeow

PORTS and shi pping officials yesterday were surprised by Transport

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik's announcenent that he i s resigning
fromthe Cabinet, saying that the minister has done a good job for the
port and shipping i ndustry.

O ficials contacted by Busi ness Tinmes concurred with Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s opi nion that Dr Ling has done a great
job, especially in the port sector.

"He (Dr Ling) has done so nmuch for the port and maritinme industry in the
country and created a | ot of awareness anong Mal aysi ans on the industry,"
sai d Jardi ne Port Agenci es general manager Thum Hoong Yi p.

"The minister is ever willing to listen to the problens of the shipping
I i nes and agenci es and help to solve them" he said.

"There i s so nuch awareness created in the print and el ectroni ¢ nedi a
during the past five years on the Ml aysi an port and shi pping i ndustry,
particularly Port Kl ang.

"More peopl e are now aware of the | oad centring policy and Port Kl ang
bei ng pronoted as an alternative hub in the region," he said.

"If there is a legacy about Dr Ling, then it should be the port sector,"”
Thum sai d, addi ng that transhi pment vol ume and t hroughput at Port Kl ang
have been rising tremendously over the years.

Port Kl ang is now one of the top 15 container ports in the world.

Dr Li ng has been going round the world to pronote Port Kl ang and ot her
Mal aysi an ports to nmajor |liner operators and al so port users in the
country he visited.

"He has | ed a nunber of road shows with Mal aysian port operators,
shi pping Iines and authorities to Europe and Asi a during the past few
years," Thum sai d.

The president of the Association of Forwardi ng Agents Port Kl ang, Datuk
Dr Jason Goh, said Dr Ling has been working very hard for the port sector.

He has nmanaged to get a nunber of systems to inprove the port and
airport operating procedures in the country.

"Dr Ling managed to get the cooperation of the Custons, Health and
Immgration Departnents to facilitate the cargo trade with the pre-
cl earance system" he said.

"On numer ous occasi ons, even on Sundays and public holidays, he went to
the various | ocal ports, even at md-night, to get a first-hand | ook at
t he operations, clear cargo backl og and i nprove productivity and
efficiency at these term nal s when there are conpl aints fromthe users, "
sai d Goh, who is al so the vice chairman of MCA Port Kl ang Di vi sion.

He should be credited with inproving the overall port efficiency in
Mal aysia wi th "Operasi Cekap" by identifying and troubl e-shooting the
problems in the | ogistics chain.

"The Prinme M nister should retain Dr Ling in the Cabinet, nowis not the
right time for him(Dr Ling) to resign," he said.

"Dr Ling's successor has a very big shoe to fill in," he said.

A Port Klang official, who declined to be naned, said Dr Ling is well
respect ed by forei gn shi powners, especially by the | eadi ng mai nl and
Chi nese shi ppi ng conpany, Cosco.

"They have hi gh regards for his understanding in the shipping industry
and acknow edge Dr Ling as an overseas Chi nese who has made it good in
political area and val ue his contributions tothe community," he said.
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