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Li ng nust stay the course

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THEN t he MCA was split and denoralised. Dr Ling Liong Sik has put all that
behi nd. Now, in the words of a coll eague, The Star's col umi st V. K. Chin,
an insider in Ml aysian Chinese politics, MCAis a stable organisation. He
adds: "The party has never been as rich as it is at the nonent.

"I'nconme frominvestnments (including the profitable Star) is nore than
sufficient to carry out its nunmerous activities."

I could not agree nore. Tengku Abdul Rahman Col | ege and the party's
Langkawi project for education are the envy of nmany conponent parties
wi t hin the Bari san Nasional .

Dr Ling has got his priorities right. He put the party in order and on
the right path, got the right people intoit, built the right spirit, and
by and |l arge has left the MCAto get onwith it.

Still, in politics as in other professions, there were bound to be
persons who were and are not happy w th anything Dr Ling has done,
achi eved or is doing.

What surprised nme nost is that the criticismcane fromthe political
spectrumwi thin the MCA which | had | east expect ed.

Per haps, the four years | spent at the United Nations in New York had
put me out of touch with the internal politics of the MCA

Not even Dr Ling' s enenies, in and outside the MCA, can deny that he had
i nherited a weak MCA.

But then, Umo was al so divi ded fol |l owi ng Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's
| eader shi p struggl e agai nst the Prime M nister and president of Umo,

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

There were splits in the Umo ranks. Unknown to many at that tinme, Ummo
was goi ng t hrough a profound rethinking about its political agenda.

It is nowdoing that all over again to recover |ost ground and to stanp
out with grit "noney politics" and forces which are subverting the Ml ays
and Musli ns.

Their | eaders are bent on destroying the Mal ay bodypolitic to achieve
their ultimate goal - a scrupul ously theocratic Islanmic nationinanmulti-
religious and cul tural Ml aysia.

Comparing Dr Mahathir with Dr Ling is not right, besides bei ng odious,
as | will not be entirely fair to either.

| will instead draw your attention to one simlarity which has been
under pl ayed.

Al t hough the political situations under which they had to cope as
| eaders of the nation's two maj or cormunal parties were and are different,
t hey al ways put the interests of the nation above t hensel ves and t he
communi ties they | ead.

The Bumi put eras appear to have an edge over the Mal aysi an Chinese in
politics, but in the econony the conparison is between a gi ant and a weak
dwar f .

Both Dr Mahathir and Dr Ling are strong personalities who dominate their
| ocal political scenes, albeit being the Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir al so
domi nates the national political |andscape.

O course, they face different problens and each tries to solve it
differently within accepted limts.

A non- Chi nese official who once worked for Dr Ling said this to me over
drinks at the Lake Club | ast Friday evening: "Dr Ling knows his limts ...
hi s paraneters. He knows what he can and cannot do. He is a pragnatic nan.



"Besi des, he is as good as any Chi nese who can be a true Ml aysi an. ™"

Dr Ling - rightly or wongly - is perceived as a practical MCA | eader
who wi Il not pander to too bl atant Chi nese chauvi ni smbecause according to
a Chinese intellectual, a well-known name who talked to ne on the basis of
anonymty: "Dr Ling's basic instinct istothink like a Malaysian first
al t hough he | eads an et hni c-based party.

"The wel | -being of the nation, peace, stability and the maintenance of
race rel ati ons and good f eel i ngs anbng conponent parties, certainly with
Umo, are paramount to him™

Indeed, | venture to say, Dr Ling's basic instinct shoul d be shared by
any sane Ml aysi an of any race.

Even after 43 years of independence, the racial situation, though very
good, is ultra-sensitive

However, there always exists the perceived threat of an eruption, as had
happened i n | ndonesi a.

The threat will only be reduced if each racial group observes
scrupul ously the ground rul es of the Bari san Nasi onal, and by observi ng
meti cul ously the provisions of the Federal Constitution.

The Umo-MCA rel ations are the core of the Sino-Mlay relations which
wi |l determ ne peace, stability and prosperity in the nation.

Dr Ling has been one of the key personalities in this sustainable racial
har nony.

| sincerely urge himnot to quit because he not only has 14 years of
hi gh | evel experience in governnent, but is also anong the fewin the
racial divide with refreshingly newviews on the vital Sino-Mlay
part nershi p.

"They (and t he person names nanmes) shoul d not put pressure on Dr Ling to
pass the buck to Dr Mahathir, though | knowit would take a lot nore to
destabilise the Barisan Nasional than Dr Ling's resignation," said an
expert on Chinese politics, herself a Chinese.

But then why risk it, especially when what at first was sinply a
personal matter has been unfairly and highly politicised.

Dr Ling is now on holiday in Perth, and | know what he |ikes best when
he is Down Under.

Enj oy the vacation, then cone back rejuvenated to carry on the good job
he has been doing at the Mnistry of Transport.

The whol e nation wants Dr Ling to stay the course until the next genera
el ection, or at |east when his termas president of the MCA expires.

MCA, the party at the centre of nedia interest, was established in 1949
with an avowed ai mof cooperating with the then British col onial
governnent to fight the communists and later in 1952, with a strongly
stated affirmation to work together with Umo to fight for Merdeka
(i ndependence).

The al li ance between Umo and MCA has been fruitful for both.

What i s needed nowis a good and consci enti ous national plan of sone
vision, in addition to Vision 2020, in whichthe witer feels may lie the
secret to reduce, if not toentirely get away fromthe conmunal i sm of
Mal aysi an politics.

Dr Ling's contributions have been recogni sed, accepted and appl auded by
al | Mal aysi ans.

He t herefore nust reciprocate this overwhel ni ng support by staying the
cour se.

The alternative is bad for the MCA. The Chinese will | ose a seat in the
front bench, and by extension the community's political clout.

I gnore those between "15 and 20 per cent dissidents". Let themcontinue
tofire fromthe chips on their shoulders. They will soon enough | earn
that they only accentuate the negati ve.



Dr Ling has bl own their amateurish cover.
( END)
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