07/ 06/ 2000

Ling's statenment on decision to stay in Cabinet

FOLLONNG is the full statement of Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik nmade
aval i abl e at the Press conference yesterday afternoon:

My resignation as Mnister of Transport has brought about unexpected
reactions from

i) MCA | eaders at all |levels and party nenbers;

ii) leaders of Chinese Guilds and associ ati ons;

iii) Barisan Nasional |eaders;

iv) and nenbers of the public.

They have conveyed a nessage to ne through tel ephone calls, through
faxes, through the nedia and through nmy personal friends. | amtouched.
am overwhel ned by the strong sentinent of support they have expressed,
urging me to reconsider mny deci sion.

| have also nmet with YAB Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, the Prine
M ni ster of Malaysia this afternoon. He has al ways been a source of
i nspiration and gui dance to nme. He advised ne to stay.

After analysing all these expressions of support and advice from al

quarters, be they fromw thin or without the party, | now have a cl earer
pi cture of what the mgjority would |ike nme to do.

I have made up my mind. | amrespecting the wishes of all the party
menbers, comunity | eaders, friends and supporters. | will continue to

Serve.
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