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Local dadah officer does Ml aysia proud

John Pill ai

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - A local dadah prevention education specialist Tay
Bi an How has done Mal aysia proud - he has been appointed chief of the
i nternational drugs division of the prestigious Col onbo Pl an.

An assistant director of the Home Mnistry's National Narcotics Agency,
Tay will take up his new post as the director of the Col onmbo Pl an Drug
Advi sory Programme fromJune 1 for a four-year term

Based in Col onbo, Sri Lanka, the programre was set up in 1973 to work
closely with national governnents, international organisations, NG and
various United Nations agencies to devel op co-operative programes to
conbat the drug scourge.

A total of 24 countries including Malaysia are full menbers of the
Col onbo Pl an whose nain objective is to pronote economnmic and soci al
devel opnent, technical co-operation and transfer of technol ogy anong t he
Asia Pacific region as well as enhance Sout h-South col | aborati on.

Tay, who will take over from Rabi Raj Thapa of Nepal, is a specialist in
drug abuse primary prevention educati on and has played a leading role in
t he devel opnent of a special curriculumin this field for |ocal schools
and uni versities.

He is also an International Labour Organisation-appointed trainer of
anti-drug personnel in Southeast Asian countries.

"I amvery grateful to my director-general and the Ml aysi an Gover nnent
for supporting my appointnment," said Tay who obtai ned his Bachel or of
Soci al Science and Master of Public Administration fromUSM and studi ed
subst ance abuse prevention at John Hopkins University in the United States
as a Full bright schol ar.

Mal aysi a's strong stand agai nst drug abuse and trafficking has resulted
in several Ml aysi ans bei ng appointed to key international posts.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad set the pace when he was
el ected president of the UN International Conference on Drug Abuse and
[Ilicit Trafficking a few years ago.

O her Mal aysi ans who have played key roles in the international anti-
dadah scene were Chung Tsu Tuan (director, DAP Col onbo Plan), Dr Azi mah
Pilus (she devel oped an Al DS educati on programe for New York), GCerald
Jerem ah, Al oysius Joseph and Frederick Loke (heading international NGO
cal |l ed Daytop i n New York).

Anot her Ml aysian, Datuk Idris Ibrahimis the vice-president of the UN
recogni sed Wrl d Federation of Therapeutic Comunities, a US-based anti -
drug NGO

Tay said that his priority as the chief of the drug body in Col onbo will
be going all out to tackle the new millenniumdrug - synthetic drugs.

"Now, many traffickers worldw de are manufacturing billions of tiny
pills which are causing untold harmto nillions of youths, even
school chi l dren

" Anmphet am ne-type stinulants, or commonly called ATS, are produced under
vari ous nanes.

"Today, youths are resorting to so-called designer and recreationa
drugs. The damage they do to the brain and the health in general is
seri ous.

"I hope to seek the co-operation of anti-drug personnel in the Asia-
Pacific region to devise nore stringent nmeasures to conbat this newy
energi ng type of drugs which are really ragi ng across many borders," added



Tay who has presented papers in this field in several countri es.

He is convinced that the only way to address this issue is to adopt a
conpr ehensi ve appr oach.

"All anti-drug programmes must work closely in prevention, treatnent,
rehabilitation, research and devel opnent and the neani ngful exchange of
bot h successful programes and progranmes whi ch were not successful.

"By being transparent, no country will enbark on a programre if it is
known that such a progranme was a failure in another country.”

"I amdisturbed to observe that many countries and organi sations are
wor ki ng far too independently. | amalso sad to observe that there is not
much col | aborati on anong sone of the bodies involved in the progranme,
especial ly NGGs. "
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