25/ 10/ 2000
Local laws in tune with Islamc | aws

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Governnent does not reject Islamc |laws but is
unabl e to codify and i npl ement all of themfully because of Malaysia's
nmul ti-religious context, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d t oday.

The Prine M nister said that while | ocal |aws were not Islamc | aws,
they were consistent with Islam c principles and justice.

"The puni shnent nmay be different but the principles are the sane,” he
said at an International Sem nar on Islamc Lawin the Contemporary Wrld
at the Institute of Islam c Understandi ng Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir | ater gave an exanple of the difficulty in inplenmenting
I slanm c | aw when he was asked about the issue of apostasy during the
di al ogue sessi on.

He said that it will be possible to i npose the death penalty for
apostasy if a society was entirely Mislins.

But in a nulti-religious society, it would only di scourage peopl e from
beconmi ng Musl i ms.

"They won't want to becorme Mislins because they think that we will Kkill
themif they leave. Islamwill not spread to the people," he said

He gave the exanpl e of Ml aysia where non-Mislins convert to |Islamwhen
they marry a Muslim Wen the narriage breaks down, sone nay want to
return to their former religion and fanmlies as they had been | eft
penni | ess.

He said religious experts were still debating the puni shment for
apost asy and, as such, the Governnent has chosen not to act for the tine
bei ng.

"It would be very unfair if we inpose the death punishnment and | ater,
there is a fatwa to say that the puni shnent need not be death. It's better
not to take extreme neasures which cannot be remedied |l ater,"” he said.

He al so noted that other Muslimcountries had not fully codified Islamc
laws. This sonetimes ledto the arbitrary arrest of foreigners who were
subject to trials which did not followclear procedure

Mal aysi a, he said, had tried to codify the aws but it was difficult
because the States had different and contradictory | aws.

"Such are the differences that it is possible for a Muslimfromone
State to escape a specific Islamc | aw by going to another State.”

Dr Mahat hir said Muslins should not be isolated fromother peopl e as
they need to denonstrate that Islamc | aws and their enforcenment were
j ust.

Islam c | aws were conpati bl e with uni versal concepts of justice even if
they were not in full accord with nodern |iberal thinking.

For exanple, while Islamcoul d not accept honpbsexuality, it did not
differ fromWestern justice when it cane to puni shing the crimnal and
according justice to the victim

He said there were, however, sone Mislims who insisted onthe strict
letter of the lawand ignored justice, and thus, would still consider it
just if the victimwas punished and not the crimnal.

For instance, if a girl becane pregnant through rape but coul d not
produce witnesses, the rapi st woul d not be puni shed but the girl coul d be
stoned to death for adultery.

The Prime Mnister said such intepretati ons nade | sl amappear unjust,
not only to non-Mislins but also to the mgjority of Mislins.

Yet, he said, during the Prophet's time, many had fl ocked to the



religion because it was just and the Prophet was nerciful.

The Muslins of today, he said, including Malays, were | ess tolerant.

"I't would seemthat a Muslimis only a Muslimif he is harsh in the
execution of Islamic |laws," he said, adding that political rivalry has | ed
to different groups trying to outdo each other inthe rigidity of
interpretation.

Islamis made as intol erant as possible and as a result, a perfect
religion has been nade to be uncaring and oppressi ve.

He said it was unfortunate that so many Muslins believed nore in the
formthan substance of Islam and cared little about justice.

"That's why Islami c justice often appears harsh and pitiless.”

I sl amhas become different fromthe religion of peace and tol erance
brought by the Prophet. It has becone rigid, intolerant and seem ngly
unj ust because of fanaticisimand m splaced orthodoxy of people with
vested interests.

Dr Mahat hir urged nodern Muslimjurists to relook the interpretations of
Islam in particular those relating to justice.

He |l ater | aunched a book, The Econom c and Fi nanci al |nperatives of
A obal i sation: An |Islanic Response, published by | kim

The two-day sem nar, jointly organi sed by | ki mand Departnment of Syari ah
Judi ciary Mal aysia, is ained at examining efforts toinplenment Islanic
laws in the contenporary Mislimworld.

Partici pants i nclude judges, | awers and schol ars fromEgypt, Nigeria,
Yenen, Iraq, Turkey, |ndonesia, Russia, Brunei and Mal aysi a.
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