17/ 04/ 2000
Looki ng for bright and fresh faces

Abdul | ah Ahmad

FOUR of the 10 qualified candi dates in the Umo presidential election on
May 11 are fighting their first vice presidential elections. They are

Dat uk Osu Sukam of Sabah, Datuk Abdul Chani O hnman of Johor, Datuk Abu
Hassan Ormar of Sel angor and Negeri Senbilan's durable political boss, Tan
Sri |sa Sanad.

Dat uk Seri Najib Tun Razak , Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, Tan Sri Mihamrad
Tai b, Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, Datuk Dr Rais Yati mand Tengku
Razal ei gh are consi dered "veterans” for having run nore t han once. For
several of these nen, the May 11 poll will be their last party
el ectioneering while Gsu and Ghani, in particular, are at the begi nni ng.

The | ate-in-the-day-candi date Tengku Razal ei gh' s nomi nation by the
divisional commttee of Gua Musang and not by the del egates at the
di vi si onal neeting, while not unusual in Tunku Abdul Rahman's tine, is
abnormal in the newcentury even if not unconstitutional. | amtold the
Umo Suprene Council will deternmine if the nomination is appropriate, even
| egal . A European di pl omat said to ne during the weekend: "One shoul d
admire the Kelantan prince's last-ditch attenpt to have a part in the Umo
drama even if it takes his own parish to nonminate himto qualify."

Al'l candi dates are working hard, claimng that they are approachabl e.
Two, not i modestly, are posing as a potential prime minister. Three
especially are burning | ate-night candles to get the nessage out to the
2,000- odd del egates that they are absol utely what they clai mthey see.

The maj or part of vice presidents' job as "heirs" to the deputy
president of Umo is to think big thoughts about the future of the party
as it is nowfacing i nexorabl e opposition pressures, Pas in particular
Many ruling parties are under attack to great popul ar acclaimin South
Korea, Thail and and ot her nati ons.

Inlast Novenmber's general el ections, the el ectorate sent Umo a wake-up
call. It is not known whet her Umo del egates will be sending the "heirs" a
nmessage: listen or look out - we are fed-up with old politics and
politicians who did not fulfill the prom ses they made i n 1987 and duri ng
the I ast Umo presidential election.

Del egates are smart this tine around. Although they may be new, young
even i nexperienced, they should not be fooled by the fast-talking
candi dates in particular. They nust choose the three best candi dates who
in their opinion are perceived as the ones who can wi n over an | nternet
generati on of Bumi puteras who are seen to be rather wary if not hostile of
Gover nrent and whose support is crucial if Umo and the nation were to
nove successfully into the 21st Century.

I's there a potent candi date who has the ability (and respect) to build a
consensus for change in the party post-Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah Badaw ?

Umo nust | ook ahead and take the | ead, and fast, bringing the Internet
and ot her i nformation technol ogies to its nmenbers and Bumi put eras because
the Internet can - have no fear of it - greatly enhance access to
know edge, education and what the Government does in addition to the
traditional nedia and ot her channels.

The three who "cone hone" shoul d be Umo's point-nen to attract the
young generation and take the fight into the eneny's territories.

Mal ay politics is conplicated and i s being actively stirred by all sorts
of forces which are bent on tearing the Bum puteras apart. Umo cannot
afford to have weak | eaders as a consequence.



The three shoul d be nmen who can hel p Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and
hi s deputy Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi make Umo nore exciting to
young Buni puteras or ri sk an even nore serious setback in the 11th genera
el ections in 2003 or 2004.

| shall not, inthis article, point out who I think the three should be.
I shall do that in the | ast week of the canpaign. W shall watch who anong
t he 10 candi dat es has t he shrewdest el ectoral instincts and ability to
must er young del egates, al so reassuring the ol d del egates and t ake great
pains to el ect two good, agreeabl e peers and not potential "rivals" or
"enemes". Thisis acrucial test for his political acumen and acquity.

The nation will watch this year's Umo el ection cl osely sinply because
they want to know who cones after Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah. | believe the
result will be roughly what the del egates can expect, cobbl ed t oget her by
acceptabl e (and practical) conproni se.

Johor has three candi dates, Sel angor and Negri Senbilan two each. | am
stung that not one of these candi dates has offered to withdraw despite
three to four are seen, even by their friends, as not prine ninisterial
tinmber.

Johor, in its golden years of Umo politics, once provided all the three
vice presidents, an unlikely feat to be repeated. Then, the Johoreans were
gi ants. They were el ected wi thout having to barnstormthe nation bearing
gifts.

Then, national |eaders were treated with awe. If only Ml aysi ans were so
kind to the present | eaders. Dr Mahathir is an exception. He is both
respected and disliked for his bluntness with a reputation that he enjoys
t hunbi ng hi s nose at the only superpower and for that the US nedi a hates
hi mand adores Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim It criticises Dr Mahathir for
daring to lecture the US yet all what he does is to respond in kind to
Madel ei ne Al bright' bad habit to al ways | ecture any nati on whi ch opposes
US foreign policy and for portraying her nation's contention that Anwar is
the "legitimte"” ruler of Malaysia. Dr Mahathir offers no apol ogies - he
will doit time and again to make Mal aysi ans under st and what i s happeni ng
ininternational politics followi ng the end of the Cold War or bipolarity.
The question is often asked: Wio can, besides him articul ate a strategy
for dealing with the pressures of the geopolitical |andscape of the post-
Cold War Wrld and at hone to nmeet Pas | eaders head-on and overcone the
ultra-conservative |Islam sts as he has done in five general el ections?

| sense that we scarcely have any (of Dr Mahathir's calibre and
courage). But | amsure all the 10 vice presidential candi dates feel they
are capabl e of taking over fromhim otherw se none woul d have the
temerity to run

I shall fight the temptation to be unduly influenced by ny nenories of
past Umo presidential elections. Still, | can say for sure that this
el ection is not anywhere half as exciting as those of 1974 or 1987.

As denocratic institutions have strengthened and good gover nance i s
growi ng, Umo should al so | ook for sone bright and fresh faces as its vice
presidents in 2003.
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