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Looki ng forward toget her

UNDOUBTEDLY, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit to

| ndonesi a underscores the diplomatic progress that has taken place over
the | ast decade. The departure from protocol, wherein President
Abdurrahman Wahi d personally received Dr Mahathir on arrival is anong the
many gestures intimating at the warmmess and cl oseness between the two
nati ons.

In a larger dinension, the trip is significant as it is nade at a tine
when | ndonesia is at the threshold of a new stage under Abdurrahnman's

| eadership. Dr Mahathir is the second Asean | eader to visit Indonesia

si nce Abdurrahnman was el ected to of fice.

The archi pel ago state has taken a great | eap toward genui ne

representative politics and, as seen recently, Abdurrahman had acted
decisively to ensure that the mlitary establishnent is no | onger a burden
on the Governnment as it wal ks down a denocratic path. G ven the nature of
the econom c environnment, battered as it was by the m d-1997 econom ¢
crisis and exacerbated by the ill-prescribed International Mnetary Fund's
fiscal renmedies, its Governnent is faced with nunmerous daunting tasks. But
none of these internal devel opnents has blurred or affected Mal aysia's
foreign policy toward the republic. Nor have the political and economc
changes subnerged the fact that Indonesia remains an i nportant country in
t he region.

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged the fact that the republic's policies and

actions have contributed to regional co-operation and stability in both
Sout heast Asia and Asia Pacific. A weakened |Indonesia is in nobody's
interest in the region 9and, hence, the utnost nmust be done by its

nei ghbours to I end a hel pi ng hand.

Mal aysia's readiness to help the republic with its econom c recovery
efforts shows that it clearly values its long-established relations with
the latter. The bilateral ties have evolved fromthe paternalistic pattern
of the old days to one where both countries are friends and partners on an
equal footing. Both nations have nore in conmon than in divergence. There
is only one way to further strengthen the relations - nove forward i n new
areas of collaboration and seek new synergi es.

The mutual trust and spirit of give and take between the two nmust be
enhanced to make both parties nore secure and prosperous. The decision to
hol d hi gh-Ievel neetings between the | eaders of the two countries once in
six nonths is nomentous for it proves that both countries are intent on
taking the bilateral relations to new heights. It denponstrates the
confidence in each other. Mre inportantly, frequency of neetings is
necessary to put substance in all the agreed areas of co-operation.

Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a were the enbodi mrent of the risks and hazards of
financial liberalisation and gl obalisation when the econony plunged into a
crisis in md-1997. Such experience and, in particular, the discord in the
i nternational policy on globalisation made it necessary for both nations
to adopt a conmon stand and fornul ate alternatives to the dom nant notion
of liberalisation in international fora.

But for those who nisjudged Abdurrahman as bei ng under the tutel age of

the US, his noves to strengthen ties with Ml aysia and ot her Asean nations
show that he is, above all, pragmatic. Like the other |eaders in the
region, he realises the dynanics of inter-dependence in the region.

Di pl omacy is not a zero-sum gane.
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