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Love our rivers, Dr Madvises

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Irresponsibl e behavi our by people who treat rivers as

r ubbi sh dunps has caused sone rivers to be polluted to the extent they can
no | onger be cl eaned.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d t hey shoul d not have
such an attitude as rivers played an i nmportant role.

"Rivers are an inval uabl e part of our heritage and we nmust naintain
t hem

"Treat rivers |like your |oved ones, and ensure they are clean and
beautiful always," he said, adding that clean rivers were not only for
recreational purposes but could al so becone tourist attractions.

However, Dr Mahat hir sai d sone people fail torealise the inportance of
rivers and chose to treat themlike open sewers.

He said the problemfirst started when peopl e t hrew bi o-degradabl e
househol d items into the water.

"This was not too bad but then plastic bags and ot her non-bi odegradabl e
items were discarded into the rivers.

"People are nowthrowing old refrigerators and even unwant ed vehicl es

those living along river banks al so have no qual ns about easi ng
t hemsel ves in rivers.

"On top of this, sonme people even throw nurder victins into rivers as
the final resting place."

He sai d t hese were anong the reasons rivers were bei ng choked to deat h.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at the | aunching of the national-Ievel "Love
Qur Rivers" canpai gn at Anpang Jaj ar here.

This is the second such canpai gn organi sed by the Drai nage and
Irrigation Departnent in seven years.

It is ained at encouragi ng public awareness, enpathy and care t owards
rivers.

Apart fromthe conti nuous educati onal and awar eness progranmes, this
year's canpai gn i ncl udes river cleaning, beautification, rehabilitation
and adopti on.

Dr Mahat hir sai d peopl e shoul d be thankful that "our rivers have water
flowing in themunlike in some countries"”.

Meanwhi | e, at a Press conference in Gurun later in the evening, Dr
Mahat hir said the "Love Qur Rivers" campaign had attracted people's
attention on the inportance of keeping rivers cl ean.

However, he said he was not satisfied with the | evel of cleanliness and
attitude of some people who treated rivers as rubbi sh dunps.

"I"'mnot satisfied, but we are making a little progress. People should
stop throwing their rubbishintorivers ... please help us keep the rivers
clean.”

Dr Mahat hir al so sai d not or wor kshops situated al ong riverbanks shoul d
be rel ocated as they were anbng the nmai n sources of pollution.

( END)
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