06/ 11/ 2000

Lunas by-election likely this nmonth

ALOR STAR, Sun. - The Lunas by-election followi ng the nurder of its
Assenbl yman Dr Joe Fernandez may be hel d before the fasting nonth which
begins later this nonth.

State El ecti on Conmission officer Abdul Hamid Ali said the date will
only be fixed after an official notification of Fernandez's death by the
State assenbly Speaker.

"We have not received any official letter yet but it is possible the
by-el ecti on woul d be held before the fasting nonth," Abdul Hanmi d added.

Muslins are expected to start fasting at the begi nni ng of Ranmadan ar ound
the 27th of this nonth.

Abdul Ham d said 26,181 people will be eligible to vote if the
by-election is held this year.

He said this was according to the 1999 el ectoral roll which was
certified on Jan 24.

The nunber eligible to vote in the by-election is an increase of 1,700
voters conpared to the nunber who voted in the 1999 el ecti ons.

Meanwhi | e, State DAP chairnman George John expressed shock and sadness
over Dr Fernandez's untinely death.

On the party's preparation for a by-election, John said it was inproper
to discuss the matter so soon after Dr Fernandez's death.

He declined to conment further on the matter.

In the |ast general elections, Dr Fernandez defeated a DAP and two
i ndependent candi dates by a majority of 4,700 votes.

Fer nandez pol |l ed 9, 760 votes while M Kathiravel o (DAP) got 5, 060 votes
conpar ed to i ndependents | brahi mMl Rashdi and N. Let chunanan who pol | ed
2,158 and 87 votes respectively.

There were 24,481 regi stered voters in the | ast el ection of which 17,750
cast their votes.

Meanwhi | e, Ber nama quot ed Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain as saying that the BN candi date for the by-election will be decided
w thin a week.

The State BN woul d convene a nmeeting this week to deci de on the
candi dat e and preparations for the by-election, said Syed Razak, who is
al so Kedah BN chai r man.

"The candi date's nane and preparations for the by-election will be
forwarded to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad for approval,”
he said after a neeting w th penghul us fromKedah, here.

Asked whet her the M C woul d again be allotted the seat, Syed Razak said
it woul d be decided at the neeting.

In Bukit Mertaj am Kedah M C chairman Datuk V. Saravanan said that he
woul d l eave it to party president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu to decide on a
sui tabl e candi dat e.
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