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Focus- Agricul ture
MAHA 2000: AN EXPO TO SPOTLI GHT NATURE' S BOUNTY

By: Rosliwaty Ramly

KUALA LUMPUR: Various efforts have been made by the governnent to
devel op and expand the agriculture industry in the country inline with the
New Agriculture Policy to nmake Mal aysia the centre of excellence in that
field.

The latest is a special agriculture exhibition to display the country's
varied bountiful harvest as well as the | atest sophisticated technol ogy and
i nnovations at StadiumPutra Bukit Jalil here, fromJuly 22 to 30.

Jointly organised with a private conpany, Syarikat Happening Events Sdn
Bhd, the expo is billed as the "Ml aysian Agriculture, Horticulture and
Agr ot ouri sm Show' or "MAHA 2000".

Apart fromthe technol ogy, goods and produce fromthroughout the
country, the exhibition is incorporating a huge tourismpronotion,
specifically, agro-tourism

Head of the Public Relations Unit of the Agriculture Mnistry, Nur
Ashi kin Gthman said MAHA is hoped to be the starting point for efforts to
strengt hen and enhance the agriculture sector to face the stiff conpetition
posed by gl obal i sati on.

It is also neant to be a guide to the efforts to overcone the issue of
food security and i nmprove agricultural output in order to export, and hence
trimthe hefty food inport bills.

She said MAHA 2000 can al so be a channel for the decision and
policy-makers of the sector to exchange vi ews and experience, in addition
to the exposure and busi ness opportunities so that the agriculture produce
and agro-based products can be better known and exported.

POTENTI AL AND | NVESTMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES

Nur Ashi kin said the organi sers hoped that through the expo, there
could be new |inks-up and synergy to benefit agriculture and tourism
especially in providing a new i npetus and new i mage to the sector.

Conpr ehensi ve i nformati on on the potential and investnent opportunities
inthe agriculture sector or those based on agriculture, would be avail abl e
at the expo.

Those expected to take part are intellectuals, researchers, scientists,
international representatives and those fromnon-governnental organisations
(NGO .

The expo itself will feature the products and produce of nmenbers of the
associ ations for horticulture, floriculture, herbs, acquariumfish and
chanbers of conmerce

To enliven the expo, there would be shows and auctions of |ive animals.

She said MAHA 2000 woul d provi de the avenue for the ministry,
departments and governnent agencies to display their work, agricultura
produce and products.

Sone of themwoul d exhibit their findings and innovations fromtheir
research and devel oprment (R&D).

The | at est/ new products found |i ke herbs, or new potential |ike
bi o-t echnol ogy woul d be di spl ayed at the expo to attract the participation
of the private sector in that sub-sector

MEETI NG PLACE FOR | NVESTORS & PARTNERS
Nur Ashi kin believed that the presence of the various participants
woul d add i nportance to MAHA 2000 because it will be a neeting place for



i nvestors and their partners, suppliers and distributors of products and
technol ogy, not to nmention the opportunity to devel op networKki ng

The MAHA 2000 exhi bition would be divided into three main segnents,
that is, a commpdities and i ndustry devel opnments section, a segment
di spl ayi ng new findings fromresearch work and lastly, an exhibition of new
i ndustrial products.

The first segnment would focus on plants, fisheries, animl husbandry
and agro-tourism

The second woul d i ntroduce new findings by |ocal scientists and
researchers in agriculture

She said MAHA woul d highlight the tourismattractions in the country,
particularly agro-tourismand the different cultures and traditions found
in the country.

FARMERS DAY

MAHA 2000 is also tined to mark the 25th Farmers Day cel ebration and
there woul d be fruits galore or a fruit festival

The celebration is to appreciate the role played by farnmers and
fishermen in produci ng food for the nation.

Bot h MAHA 2000 and the Farnmers Day cel ebration woul d be | aunched by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on July 22. -- Bernamm
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